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table of contents, and is ornamented with four cop- 
per plates. The articles contain’d in it are feven- 
teen. The firft isa latin diflertation on the ways of comets, 
according to the hypothefis which makes them perform 
their courfes round the fun in a parabola. Its author is Mr. 
Nicholas Struijk, who fets out with remarking, that the 
tracing the paths of comets is defervedly efteem’d among the 
fublimer parts of aftronomy. Sir J/aac Newton, he fays, 
gave the firft encouragement for this inveftigation, by laying 
down a problem for finding the paths of thefe bodies, after 
three accurate obfervations on the principle of their perform- 
ing their courfes in a parabola. Halley, on this plan, cal- 
culated the routs of twenty four comets, a table of which 
ftands in a former tranfaGtion,and in the a@ta eruditorum for 
the year 1707. Halley declares the great difficulty of this, by 
obferving that he was obliged to have recourfe to obfervati- 
ons made by all the accurate writers on comets; and that 
the calculations from thefe, were a work of almoft uncon- 
querable labour and tedioufnefs. ‘The ufe of fuch a table is 
evident, and the benefit pofterity muft receive from. it, fets 
the author very high in future fame. Halley, in his own 
terms, confecrates it to pofterity, and does not bluth to fay, 
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Mr. Struijé, in purfuance of the fame plan, has in this 
paper gone through the work in regard to eighteen other co- 
mets, not mentioned in that table. He has got together 
obfervaticns of thefe, as Halley did of the others, from al! the 
authors who have publifhed about them, with intent that 
the periodical time of each may be afcertained by this means. 
After doing honour to the feveral authors who have been 
principally ferviceable in the calculations, and hinting at 
fomething that might be faid as to the difference between 
the theories and the obfervations of the feveral comets, 
which, he tells us, he fhall fpeak of at large in another work 
he is about to publifh, he gives his table, which feems, in- 
deed, to be drawn up with great care and accuracy. 

ArT. IL isalfo in latin. The author Dr. Huber. It con- 
tains fomeobfervations ona body,inwhich,on diffetion, there 
appeared to be no gall bladder,and on a gibbofe fternum.It 's 
addrefled to Dr. Mortimer... The latin of the former paper 
is accurate and expreffive of its fubje€t, fuch as no man who 
has not a knowledge of that language, could be fuppofed to 
have any thing to do with. ‘The latin of this paper is, on 
the contrary, forced, ftiff, laboured, and affeétedly, not 
to fay, aukwardly pompous. And as the fubject is fuch 
as might have been in Englifh, we cannot but obferve, that 
the generality of the readers of thefe publications, would 
probably have been full as well pleafed, to have met with it 
in that language. 

The author fets out with fome compliments on the cele- 
berrimus, humaniffimus, and arridentiffimus fecretary of the 
illuftrifimous fociety, which is of no confequence to the 
public, as not making any very immediate part of the dif- 
fertation. From thefe he proceeds. The fubje& in which 
there was no gall bladder found, was a woman of fixty. 
The liver was larger and thicker than ordinary, but its 
right lobe had not the leaft concavity. - There was no gall 
bladder to be found, nor any place, nor the leaft furrow or 
evacuation for it to be lodged in, but the whole fuperficies 
of that lobe, from the inteftines to the diaphragm, was {mooth 
and'tumid or convex. ‘The author does not omit to tell 
us, that after feeking in vain for a gall bladder, in the place 
where it fhould have been, he fought often in every other 
part where it could not be; but he did not find it even in ° 
any of thefe. ‘The defe& of the gall bladder, he tells us, 
was however fupplied by the extraordinary bignefs of the he- 
patick duct, which was vaftly wider than in other fubjects, 
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admitting his little finger, of a peculiar ftructure, with a 
number of {mall {pots refembling fimple follicles, and con- 
tinuing of this fize from the liver to the duodenum. We 
cannot but obferve, by the way, that as there are fuch things 
as eftablifhed meafures in the world, we could wifh that for 
the future the diameters of thefe parts, when, as in the 
prefent.cafe, the whole depends upon the diameter, might 
be afcertained by them. Dr. Huber lives at fo great a dif- 
tance, that it is not any eafy thing to afcertain what his fize 
and ftature is,which isa very materia] article in the way to out 
underftanding his works: It will eafily be conceived, that 
if our excellent Mr. Hunter fhould fay this dué&t admitted his 
little finger, and Dr. Mon&ley fhould give the fame account 
of its diameter from his, the meafure might be three times 
as great in the one cafe as in the other; and yet people 
who know no more of the perfons of thefe gentlemen than we 
do of Dr. Huber’s, would be apt to fuppofe that they both 
meant.the fame, or about the fame meafure, which every 
man accommodating to his own little finger, the meafure 
would be differently underftood by every reader. 

The author adds fome reafonings on the fubjeét, in con- 
tradiction to certain received opinions, in regard to the ufes 
of thefe parts. _ But as he tells us in the conclufion, that 
they tend to fupport a fyftem he had advanced in a certain 
inaugural thefis, we omit them, as not impartially ftated ; 
and as the whole ftory of this abfence of a gall bladder, tends 
the fame way, we ought to believe the world would have 
been full as well fatisfied with the candour, as well as truth 
of the account, if this inaugural thefis had never been men- 
tioned. 

The gibbofity of the fternum, which is the fubje€t of the 
latter part of this paper, was obferved in an infant 
of eight months old ; and the doétor tells us was owing to 
accident and bad management, not to any thing in nature. 
He fays, he has obferved fomething like it in many other 
children, but this was in fo fingular a degree, that they 
could not but think it deferved particular notice. The 
breaft was very prominent and fharp before, and preffed in 
at the fides. Belides the narrownefs of the breaft that appear - 
ed externally, feveral of the ribs, efpecially on the left fide 
were on difleGtion found to be forced in, and the cartilages 
hollowed, the hollow appearing upwards, or on the exterior 
part, and a gibbofity on the lower or interior. All this had 
tended to render the hollow of the thorax ftill fmaller, and 
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confequently to give lefs room than naturehad intended tothe 
vifcera contained in it. In confequence this child had perifh’d 
miferably, and many others who efcape the fortune of fo 
eafy a death, live miferably, and groan under difeafes ac- 
knowledged to be incurable, and faid to arife from an. il! 
conformation of the breaft ; which conformation, this au- 
thor very juftly obferves, is often not owing to nature, but 
to fervants and nurfes entrufted with the care of the fubjects, 
while very young. 

Thefe people, ignorant of the tender ftru€ture and deli- 
cate compages of thefe young creatures, are not at all upon 
their guard, as to their method of handling them. It is 
common to pleafe or quiet achild, by fetting its buttocks 
on the left hand, and inclining the body forward, fo as to 
receive the breaft in the expanded right hand : In this fituati- 
on, they hoift thechild up into the air, and poife it on the 
right hand only as it comes down again, ‘This it isacom- 
mon thing to fee them do fifty times together, the child 
crying all the time, and they toffing it the more violently, 
not difcovering that the firft caufe of the diftrefs is over, and 
that the crying now is from the pain they give by the very 
means by which they attempt to take it off. 

*Tis not uncommon to fee the marks of a thumb on the 
right fide of the infant’s breaft, and thofe of the four fingers 
on the left, very deeply imprefs’d, when the child islet down 
again; but thisis far from all. Dr. Huber abfolutely attri- 
butes the narrow and fharp form of the breaft wholly to this 
preflure and fqueezing of it ; and what is much more to be 
attended to, he found the ribs difplaced, in the difle€tion, juft 
as they would, and muft be, by the preflure of an expanded 
hand, many on the left fide, and fewer on the right, where 
the thumb only comes, in this method of holding thechild ; 
and as to the cavities or hollows in the cartilages, he found 
them exactly correfpond to the places where the four fingers 
and the thumb of the nurfe had come in thefe exploits. On 
applying his own hand with the fingers open to the breaft, 
the ends of his fingers exactly fitted the depreffions in the 
cartilages. 

That this infant, therefore, perifhed by this way of hold- 
ing, is certainly out of difpute ; nor does it appear much lefs 
certain, that numbers of others, whofe deaths have been at- 
tributed tovery different caufes, have died in the fame unhap- 
py manner. We look upon this to be a thing of as much 
confequence, as any that ever appeared in the philofophical 
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tranfactions, and with it would be univerfally attended to for 
the future. The author joins with us in wifhing, that his 
obfervations on this head, may fall into the Lands of thofe 
good women who have the care of infants, gui infantum 
curas gerunt. Headds, that many deaths and many more 
difeafes would be prevented by it ; and we are fincerely of his 
opinion. Wecannot but obferve, however, that the author 
has taken a fomewhat‘extraordinary method of conveying his 
obfervations to nurfes, by fending them out in latin; and 
that the fociety have fhewn either very little regard to the 
paper, or to their fellow-creatures, in not cauling itto be 
tranflated. We are no more ambitious than the royal foci- 
ety, that our works fhould fall into the hands of old wo- 
men; but on an occafion like this, where the fon of a 
brother, or a friend, may be deftroyed for want of a notice fu 
‘eafily conveyed, our peculiar attachment, if not our ge- 
neral benevolence to the world, muft have taught us to 
defcend fo low, as, at leaft, to render it poffible, that an 
obfervation of this kind might fall into the hands of thofe 
in whofe hands only it can be of any real ufe. 

The third article, is an account of the operation of li- 
thotomy on women: Its author is Mr. Le Cat of Rowen, fa- 
mous for a late excellent treatife on the fenfes. ‘This pa- 
per was originally written in French; but as the fociet 
feems to have thought that it was deftined for the ufe of a 
fet of people, who knew much lefs French than~ nurfes do 
Latin, they have had it tranflated into Engi. 

The author having, for the laft many years, ufed the la- 
teral operation for men, was determined to try it alfo for 
women, and fucceeded very happily. He at firft ufed the 
common grooved fhaft, as a director, and making the in- 
cifion on the left fide of thé urethra with the ftrait grooved 
knife, he took out the fhaft and introduced the groove of 
the knife; and foon after this, to reduce the apparatus, 
he continued to add to a common gorget a grooved ftaff, 
which perfectly anfwered the purpofe; and the operation is 
then performed in this manner : after properly placing and 
tying the patient, the end of the gorget, which conftitutes 
the grooved ftaff, is introduced into the urethra, and the 
groove is turned towards the left buttock, and on this 
groove the knife is pufhed. When the neck of the bladdr 
is thus laid open, the knife is to be laid afide, and the gor- 
get thruft farther into the bladder ; then the fore finger is 
to be thruft on the gorget into the bladder, to dilate the neck, 
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which done, the gorget is introduced as far forward as is 
neceflary, to intromit the forceps. The reft of the operation 
the fame as in men. 

In this manner, the author tells us, he has cut feveral 

women lately, and all fuccefsfully. “The cure, he fays, is 
foon perfected ; and he gives us an in{tance of one woman 
who would not be kept in her bed, but got up on the third 
day, without any bad accident. Mr. Le Cat adds figures 
of the inftruments he has contrived for this operation, which 
are very well engraved on one of the plates in this 
tranfaction ; and from which others may be eafily made 
here. 
‘The fourth article contains fome obfervations on the 
changes in the barometer, on the variations of the air and 
feafons. Its author is Mr. Hollman, a piofeffor at Gottingen. 
‘The obfervations are good ones, and well delivered ; bur, it 
is one of thofe fubjects on which, we are apt to believe, 
moft of our readers will be the more obliged to us, the Iefs 
time we beftow upon it. 

The fifth is an account of the effc&s of lightning, in 
deftroying the polarity of a mariner’s compafs, It comes 
to the fociety in form of a letter from captain Waddell to 
Mr. Franks, and is accompanied with fome notes and re- 
marks of the very ingenious Dr. Knight, who has written 
with fuch applaufe on magnets. 

T he captain’s account, in fubftance, is this: After the 
mention of fome comezants which ftruck the Spintles, and 
other unintelligible names, with fome other unintelligible mif- 
chiefs, to the fhip Dover, bound from New Yorkto Landen, he 
tells us that there came one large clap of thunder, anda 
dreadful flath of lightning at the fame inftant, which fell im- 
mediately on the fhip, as appeared to the people, moft of 
them fuffering by it in their eyes and limbs: the fhip fuf- 
fered extremely by it; in fo much, as to let in nine feet wa- 
ter in a few minutes, belide great damage to the upper part. 
But what is the immediate bufinefs of the paper, is, that 
all the compaffes in the fhip, being four in number, had 
their magnetick virtue wholly deftroyed by it. The hang- 
ing compafs in the cabin, was not quite fo much difabled, 
indeed, as the reft; but in general they feemed to have the 
poles inverted, at firft, the north to the fouth, but a little 
while after they turned about quite at random, and ceafed 
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One of the compaffes thus injured by the lightning, was 
produced before the fociety, when the paper was read, and 
Dr. Knight examining it found that the outer cafe of it was 
joined together with pieces of iron wire, fixteen of which 
were found in the fides of the box, and ten in the bottom: 
on applying a fmall needle to each of thefe wires, it ap- 

ared that the lightning had made them ftrongly. magneti- 
cal, particularly thofe that joined the fides ; the heads of all 
the wires on one fide of the box attracted the north point 
of the needle, and repelled the fouth, and all on the other fide 
had juft the contrary effect: the wires at the bottom at- 
tracted the fouth, and repelled the north ; but it is not cer- 
tain whether the polarity of thefe laft was owing to the 
lightning, becaufe they might have acquired it by ftanding 
long in an ereét pofiure: on examining the card, the needle 
was found vigorous enough in its vibrations, but its polarity 
was inverted, the north point turning conftantly to che. 
fouth. 

The captain was obliged to fail three hundred leagues af- 
ter this accident without a compafs, but at Cowes in the 
ifle of Wight he got one: this he placed in the binacle, but 
found that it then raifed two points from its fituation when 
out of the binacle: he removed the binacle to feveral diffe- 
rent parts of the deck, but he found every where that it ftill 
made the needle vary two points, or thereabout : after he 
arrived in the ZSames he found the variation of the fame 
kind on placing the compafs in the binacle-line; but it was 
Jefs than before. This was the more fingular, as the bina- 
cle feemed wholly made without iron, the captain having 
given exprefs orders that there fhould not be a fingle nail 
in it. This, however,was the real effect of iron not perceiv- 
ed in the binacle, fome large nails or fpikes being afterwards 
found in the bottom of it. 

The magnetical power given by the lightning to thefe 
iron nails, and to the wires already mentioned in the box, 
would have been fufficient to difturb the needle, and give 
it all the irregular motions defcribed by the captain while 
in the box and binacle, whether the lightning had taken 
away its magnetical power or not; the polarity of the 
needle, however, was plainly inverted, and in all needles 
formed as this was, of two pieces of fteel-wire made into a 
kind of lozenge, there will be a poffibility of their being 
eafily rendered ufelefs by lightning, and their polarity will 
be liable to flrange alterations, and uncertain ones, accord- 
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ing to.the dire€tion in which the lightning falls upon them. 
The principal ufeful obfervation, in regard to this account, 
is, that this is a very improper form for needles, and that 
fuch as are made of a ftrait fingle piece of fteel are vaftly 
preferable on all accounts. ‘Thefe ill-conftruéted needles, 
with boxes and binat¢les conftructed with iron about them, 
as above-mentioned, come about half-a-crown cheaper than 
thofe which are properly made; and on this confidera- 
tion alone, they are what are generally ufed by our trading 


veflels. 


The fixth article comes from that great naturalift Sir 
Hans Sloane, who, at a period of life when moft of the few 
who arrive at it, have forgot even their pleafures, ftill re- 
tains his accuftomed love to natural hiftory, and is at times 
enriching the philofophical tranfactions with communica- 
tions of curious particulars relating to the fubjects that are 
the bufinefs of that body. His prefent paper is on the fub- 
jet of the famous ferpent ftone, or Pietra de Cobra; and 
at the end of it he gives an account of the Pietra de Mom- 
bazza, or Rhinoceros Bezoar, and communicates, farther 
to illuftrate the hiftory of that curious animal, a figure of 
one of them with a double horn. 

Sir Hans fent to the fociety, from his colleétion, with 
his paper, two of thefe ferpent ftones : he treats with a juft 
contempt the common opinion of their being found in the 
head of the ferpent, from which they have their name, The 
two flones he fent were of two different kinds; one of 
them he agrees with Red: in believing was taken out of the 
ftomach or inteftines of a rhinoceros ;_ the other he deter- 
mines to be a calcined bone. 

The firft kind, called by Redi Pietra de Serpenti di 
Mombazza, Sir Hans purchafed of the relations of Dr. 
Waldo, who had called it a Rhinoceros Bezoar, whence Sir 
Hans fuppofes it to have been taken out of that animal. 
This. was formed by an addition of a multitude of coats or 
crufts to a central nucleus, which was an extraneous matter 
fwallowed with the food of that animal, The outer coat 
was tuberous and brown. Sir Hans obferves, that he has 
many of them, one as large as an orange, 4ll of a fton 
hardnefs, and capable of a polifh. Redi talks of great vir- 
tues attributed to this ftone, fuch as promoting delivery ; 
but this feems only attributed ‘to it, from its refembling an 
Fitires or Eagle ftone, as the centre is fometimes loofe. 
Many other virtues are attributed to it, but on idle founda- 
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tions. It is fcarce even in the Indies, and has not been 
defcribed by any author but Redi. The duke of Bourbon 
was afked a hundred piftoles for one of them, but Sir Hans 
prevented his being impofed on fo egregioufly, as to the 
price, and gave him one from his own collection. 

The other kind is called the Pietra de Cobra de Cabelo, 
a ftone of the headed ferpent, or fpeétacle fnake, fo called 
from its having a membrane about its head, which it can 
expand into the form of a hood, and the reprefentation of 
fomething like a pair of fpeétacles on its back. This ftone 
is pretended to be found in the head of this fpecies of fer- 
pent: it is fat and round, about the fize of a fhilling. Dr. 
Stuart brought from the Judies an account of what thefe 
ftones, as they are call’d, truly are: he had been informed 
by the miffionaries, that they were not produced in the 
head of this ferpent, but made of the bones of the fmall Jn- 
dian buffalo, ufed there as a beaft of draught and burthen, 
the bones being, for this purpofe, half calcined. ‘The ftory 
of its virtues is, that, applied to the place bitten by a fer- 
pent, or other venomous animal, it imbibes the poifon, and 
when it has done fo, falls off: that if it have not imbibed 
the whole the firft time, on throwing it into milk, it will 
difcharge what it had, and then will imbibe more. But 
however this may have been credited, it will hardly be fo 
any longer, when it is known, that it is no more than 
a piece of half-burnt bone. Kempfer has defcribed thefe 
ftones, as they are called, in his Amenitates Exotice ; he 
knew that it was not taken, as pretended, out of the head 
of the ferpent, but tells us it was made by the Bramins : 
he advifes, that two be always kept in readinefs together, 
that if one, on applying, does not take out the whole venom 
from the wound, the other may be immediately clapped on. 
Tis odd, that fo good a judge of things of this kind as 
Kempfer, though he knew the thing to be fictitious, fhould 
believe its virtue to be real. 

The two horns of the rhinoceros growing on one com- 
mon piece of fkin, were communicated to explain a much 
controverted point, which is, whether there be any rhi- 
noceros with two horns on its nofe or not. Sir Hans gives 
fufficient proof by this, that there is; but whether the 
creature which has two, be or be not, a diftin&t {pecies from 
that which has one, he does not determine; he obferves 
that thefe were brought from Africa, and mentions a medal 
Of Domitian, on which a rhinoceros is reprefented with 
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‘wo horns ; which it is plain, from the inftance of thefe, is 
a figure from nature, not from fancy. There are figures of 
both the kinds of ferpent ftone, and of thefe horns. 

The feventh article contains an account of the Rana Pif- 
catrix, commonly called the fea devil: this creature. was 
fhewn publickly in London. The door firft gives its fy- 
nonyma, or the names different authors have called it by ; 
after this he mentions thofe authors who have beft defcribed 
it, as Gefner, Charlton, Sir George Ent, and Willoughby, 
and then proceeds to his own account, taken from the fifh 
itfelf. 

It was four foot three inches long, and about a foot and 
half in breadth, its head monftroufly large, its mouth very 
wide, and the teeth very numerous, flender and fharp, | fet 
in clufters in both jaws, and all bending inward and move- 
able: the lower jaw longer than the upper; on the upper 
part of the head there are three long and pliable twigs, like 
pieces of whalebone, each having a flat white protuberance 
at the end; thefe entice fifh to bite at them, and as they 
attempt to feize them, they become a prey. to the creature 
themfelves. 

The humeral webs or fins are cartilaginous and flefhy, 
and fupported by ftrong bones analogous to the humeral 
bones of other animals, whence the doétor has named them 
humeral, a term not ufed by the ichthyologifts in general : 
on each fide there is a large clofe bag, or marfupium, as 
the doctor exprefles it, which are the apertures of the gills. 
But the moft fingular thing in regard to this fifh is its 
having on the breaft two palmated and digitated fins, like 
hands, 

The doétor has added two curious figures, exhibiting two 
views of this fifh, and a third fhewing its mouth open, in 
order to explain the mechanifin of the feveral feries of teeth, 
and their ufe in retaining and tearing the food to pieces ; 
and a fourth of the opening of one of the marfupia or bags, 
which are the apertures of the gills. 

The fith which was the fubject of this paper, was caught 
on the Engli/h coaft, and was falted in the manner of cod, 
to preferve it. 

The eighth article contains fome obferyations of the 
heights to which rockets afcend. Its author Mr. Benjamin 
Robins. He very juftly obferves, that rockets difcharged 
at fettled hours may be very ufeful fignals for naval or mi- 
litary purpofes, and may alfo ferve to determine the pofition 
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of diftant places, in regard toone another: it is neceffary» 
however, in order to determine at what diftance they may 
be feen, to know to what heights they generally rife. In 
order to this, an obferver was placed, with a proper inftru- 
ment, to meafure the angles of elevation to which the hono- 
rary and other rockets difcharged at the fireworks in the 
Green Park rofe. His {tation was at four hundred yards dif- 
tance from the building, and his inftrument a good one, 
and fixed. 

The refult was, that the honorary rockets in general were 
found to rife to about four hundred and forty yards in height. 
Nine of them indeed rofe to five hundred and twenty-fix 
yards, or thereabout; and the greateft height to which any 
of thofe fired in the grand girafol rofe, was fix hundred and 
fifteen yards, all reckon’d above the level of the place of 
obfervation, which was the top of a houfe in King’s-/freet, 
near Chcapfide; and was probably about twenty-five yards 
higher than the ground of the Green Park, and little lefs 
than fifteen yards below the chefts from whence the great 
flights of rockets were difcharged. 

It is evident therefore, that there are rockets which rife 
about fix hundred yards from the place whence they are dif- 
charged; and this being a third part of a mile, or rather 
more, it follows, that if their light be fufficiently ftrong, 
and the air nothazy, they may be feen at above fifty miles 
diftance. Obfervations made fubfequently to thefe on roc- 
kets fired with that intent, fhew, that they in general rife, 
if of apound weight, to between four and five hundred yards 
high, and the time of their afcending is ufually about feven 
feconds. ‘Tho’ it may appear from this, that good rockets 
of all fizes have their determined heights of rifing fixed at 
between four and fix hundred yards, yet it appears probable, 
that rockets may be fo contriv’d, that they will afcend much 
higher : they are ufually made very unfkilfully and imper- 
fectly, and if conftruéted more artificially, would doubtlefs 
have their afcent promoted. A dozen of four-pound roc- 
kets have been fince fired near together, and their time of 
afcending meafured no lefs than fourteen feconds ; that is, 
twice that of the former, tho’ they went up very brifkly. 
Inftruments were not at hand to take the exaét height of 
thefe, but the time of their rifing to it, feems to point out a 
much greater height than the others arrived at. It appears 
a fubject of confequence enough to deferve a very fair trial 
what is the determinate height rockets of determinate 
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weight, well conftrucéted, willafcend to. ‘The ufes are evi- 
dent. 

The ninth article contains an account of a diftemper 
common in South America, and call’d there the Vomito Prieto, 
or black vomit. Its author is Don Antonio de Ulla. Mr, 
Watfon has been at the trouble of tranflating it from the o- 
riginal Spani/>; in which that gentleman’s account of his 
voyage to the South-/eas is written. 

Carthagena, in South America, Don Ulloa tells us, is fitu- 
ate in five degrees fifteen minutes latitude ; the weather al- 
ways fultry, the perfpiration of the inhabitants confequent- 
ly great. The people are all weak, and appear fickly, and 
have a kind of idlenefs apparent in all their a&tions, and 
even in their fpeaking. The Europeans who come to refide 
there, retain their colour and healthy appearances about 
three or four months, but after that they look like the reft 
of the inhabitants. The alteration is moft feen in young 
peopie: thofe who are advanced in years feldom appear much 
altered ; and in general, tho’ the people have all an appear- 
ance of ficknefs, they are not unhealthy ; and it is com- 
mon for Eurcpeans who go thither, when turned of the 
middle of life, to live to eighty or ninety. 

The difeafes affecting the Europeans at their firft coming 
there, are many, and fume of them are very dangerous; the 
patient ufually either is dead or recovered in four days, 
fometimes in three. The black vomit is the moft common 
of all: it arifes fometimes from taking cold, fometimes from 
indigeftion : it is the moft fatal of all their difeafes, very few 
of thofe who have it efcaping. It is always attended with a 
delirium, and that often fo violent that they are obliged to 
be tied down in their beds, and often expire under thefe 
circumftances, in the moft terrible agonies. The difeafe is 
often epidemick; but with this peculiar limitation, that the 
Europeans newly arrived are the only people feized with it, 
thofe who have refided there any time, and the natives in 
general, efcaping it entirely. The common failors are the 
moft fubject of a!l other people to it, the officers and paffen- 
gers faring better. ‘This diftemper is but new in that part 
of the world, the year 1729 being the firft in which it was 
obferved ; and it does not now attack the crews of all the 
fhips coming from Eurepe, nor do thofe who are attacked 
by it always fall ill immediately after their arrival. It is 
fometimes fo univerfal as to attack almoft all the people on 


“board, and fo very acute, that perfens met well and hearty 


one 


Se ee 


ere 














For FEBRUARY, 1751. 253 


one day, are the next feen carried to their graves. As the: 
Europeans fuffer by going to Carthagena, the natives fufter 
if they do not come. The wine brought to them from 
Eurote is fo effential a part of their fupport, that when the 
European {hips have been fometimes too late, a general 
ficknefs of the inhabitants has been the cenfequence of their 
wanting this neceflary cordial. This was fo remarkably the 
cafe when Don Ulloa arrived there, that they had mafs per- 
form’d only in one of all the churches in the city. 

The tenth article contains an account of the declinations 
of fome of the auftral ftars of the firftand fecond magnitude, 
and a method of finding the hour of the night at fea. The 
author is the celebrated Mr. De la Condamine. 

The eleventh article contains an account of two beauti- 
ful echintes. Its author is Mr. Emanuel Mendes de Cofta. 
They were two fpecimens of the fame {pecies of foffile ftones, 
moulded in the fhell of a {pecies of echinus marinus, or fea- 
urchin, and fo rare that the fpecies has not been defcribed 
by any author. ‘They are of the rank of thofe called Penta- 
phylloides, by Woodward, and Echinometra, by Aldrevand. 
Mr. Da Coffa very judicioufly correéts an error of Dr. 
Woodward, who fays, that thefe fpecies have only one a- 
perture, appealing to hisown fpecimens, and to the figures 
of them given by Augu/ftino Scilla, who fent themto him, 
to prove that they have two ftones moulded in hells. of 
this kind of echini. The bifhop of Exeter has. in his 
mufeum one of the two exhibited by Mr. De Cofa to 
the fociety ; Mr. Edward ‘facobs of Feverfbam in Kent the 
other, ‘The largeft meafures fourteen inches round. They 
are flat, of a heart-like fhape, and about five inches long, 
and four and a half broad. On the upper furface ftand five 
radii, like bows, very beautifully wrought, of a narrower 
diameter at the top than toward the extremity, but after 
their utmoft width there, terminating in apoint. The un 
der furface is flat, and is like the upper one, divided into 
five parts, from the center to the circumference of the two 
foramina; one is in the center, and the other at the'ed 
nearone end. Mr. De Coffa produc’d, at,the fociety’s meet- 
ing, a recent echinus of the fame. fpecies with that from 
which thefe two foffils had received their form ; and there 
are figures of the upper and under fides of the one, and of the 
upper fide of the other. 

The twelfth article is an account of the ftate of the tides 
in Orkney; by Mr. Mackenzie. The paper is carefully 
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drawn up, ard fhews the author to bea perfon very well qua- 


lified to enter on the fubjeét : the importance of it is evidenty, 


but it is of too unentertaining a kind to come properly into 


our account farther than by name. . 
Art. xiii. contains an account of the remains of the garden 


of the famous ohn Tradefcant, at Lambeth, as {een at this 


time. This and our countryman ‘fohn Gerard’s, probably, 


were the two firft botanical gardens in this kingdom: | it is 


about a hundred and twenty years fince it was in its. glory, ;, 


the matter of it was a botanift of the firflrank ; he travel- 
led purpofely to colle&t plants and their feeds: his name 
occurs frequently in the botanical writings of our country 
men of his time; and is commemorated alfo by being made 
a.part of thofe of feveral plants which he firft brought into 
England: {uch are Tradefcant’s daffodil, Tradefcant’s {pi- 
derment, &c. The garden is at prefent quite gone to »de- 
cay, and the houfe empty and ruinous. Many of the har- 
dier. of the exoticks with which he had enriched it, are, 
however, found. at this time growing among the weeds. 
Mr. Watfon gives a lift of feveral of them, and mentions a 
tree of the common buckthorn, near a foot in diameter in 
the trunk. This is much larger than that fhrub grows in 
many-places, but in Lincolnfhire more than that bignefs is 
common. : 

_ Art. xiv. contains: fome obfervations on the acceleration 
of the moon. Its author is Mr. Richard Dunthorne. ‘The 
fociety owe the receiving it to Mr. AZa/on the W ocdwardian 
profeffor at Cambridge. ) 

Art. .xv. is an anatomical paper, giving an account of 
fome obfervations made in diffections of morbid bodies, .It 
is in Latin; its author the very.eminent Albertus Haller, 
profeffor at Gottingen. : | | 

Art. xvi. gives an account of the making the glafs drops 
called Dutch drops, or prince Rupert’s drops, which burft to 
pieces on breaking of the tails. Its author is Mr. Le Cat, 
who wrote this paper in French, but it is tranflated in the 
tranfactions. Its author has added fome obfervations on the 
tempering of fteel, and on effervefcence, which he accounts 
foron thefame principle. A little quantity of glafs infufion 
is drop’d from the point of an iron rod into cold water. ; 
if it does not fly to pieces on this, as is often the cafe, it be- 
comes this famous drop. This drop is fo hard as to bear 
a blow of ahammer ; but on only breaking off the tail, or 
grinding down the furface a little, it burfts with a loud re- 
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port, and fhatters to a kind of powder, This effect wholly 
depends on its being unannealed ; for if anneal’d after 
dropping into water, or fuffered to cool in the air at firft, 
it has no fuch effeé&t. The author obferves, that fteel 
acquires its temper by being plunged while red-hot into 
cold water, as the drop of glafs is; and effervefcence, he, 
lays it down as a certainty, is only the burfting of a 
multitude of particles conftruéted like our glafs drops, 
and compofing a part at leaft, of the two liquors, or 
other fubftances; which ferment: He has faid very many 
good things on the fubject, but we do not think quite 
enough to prove it. : 

The laft article confifts only of nine lines, in which 
profeflor Bofe informs us, glaffes which have been ufed 
in chemical operations, fend forth the eleétricity greatly 
more than other glafs, which has not been fo expofed 
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ARrT.xxxvili.AnAppeal to the ferious and unprejudiced: Or, 
a fecond Vindication of the miraculous Powers, which fub- 
fifted in the three firft Centuries of the Chriftian Church. 
In anfwer to the late. Pofthumous Work of Dr. Middleton. 
By Thomas Church, D. D. Vicar of Batterfea, and Pre- 
bendary of St. Paul’s. Printed for Rivington, OGavo, 
Pages 137. Price 2s. 


S we have taken but {mall notice of the feveral anfwers 

to Dr. A¢iddleton in the courfe of our work, which 

was not fet on foot till after the publication of the Free En- 
quiry, it will not be expected that we fhould give a large ac- 
count of this performance. Nor indeed would it anfwer 
any valuable purpofe to fuch of our readers as are defirous 
only of knowing on what fide the truth lies, efpecially, if 
what Dr. Church fays be true, that there are a great many 
particulars, which were entirely omitted by Dr. Adiddleton, 
though they were of the very laft confequence to his argu- 
ment, and deferved his confideration much more than any 
of the objections he has replied to. Our author has divided 
his work into two parts ; in the firft he examines Dr. Mia- 
dleton’s pofthumous piece page by page, and endeavours to 
an{wer all the difficulties the doétor had raifed; in the fe- 
cond he does nothing but poiat out thofe parts of his own 
book, of which not the leaft notice had been taken ; and 
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which, as he alledges, ftanding good, may be juftly thought 
fufficient to bow og Free Enquiry, even tho’ every thing 
faid in the Po/fhumous work fhould be allowed. 

We cannot forbear taking notice of the ungenerous man- 
ner in which our author has in his preface treated the memo- 
ty of Dr Middleton. Some blemifhes undoubtedly there 
avere in the Doétor’s charaéter ; and what charaéter is free 
from them? But furely it might have been expected froma 
chriftian divine, that he would have caft a veil over them, 
or generoufly lamented them: This, without being any 
prejudice to his argument, would have inclined his readers 
to give a favourable hearing to what he could urge in fup- 
port of his opinion; whereas now, ‘tis to be feared, few 
readers, after perufing his preface, will give themfelves the 
trouble to proceed much farther. | 
' We fhall give our readers a fhort fpecimen or two: As 
Dr. Middleton's vindication was compofed during his laft 
illnefs, our author begins with obferving, how ftrangely 
improper it was for a.clergyman to {pend fo great a part of 
thofe ferious hours, which moft good men would chufe to 
employ in the duties of felf-recolle&tion and devotion, the 
‘better to prepare their minds for the great change to be un- 
dergone, in endeavouring to fet afide the neceffity of the 
gofpel, in ridiculing the grace and affiftance of god’s fpirit, 
‘and in carrying on a debate with all poffible contempt and 
infults, nay with continual falfifications, and the moft 
groundlefs abufes. We fhall not anticipate our readers re- 
flections upon this, but go on with our author, who a little 
after has the following words: ‘* In this ftate of paflionand 
refentment, joined to a decay of nature, and weaknefs of 
body, *tis natural enough to expect, that the utmoft efforts 
‘of this great genius muft be but feeble, and the frowardnefs, 
peevifhnefs, and anger, which appear in every page of this 
pofthumous work, might have been charitably attributed to 
the feverity of his ficknefs, had not all his controverfial pieces, 
publifhed by himfelf in his health, been diftinguifhed by the 
fame unhappy characters. ”Tis not long fince he gave the 
world an eminent proof, that no fuperiority of age, ftation, 
abilities, or reputation, could be a proteétion from his info- 
Jence; contempt and unmannerly revilings. After this, as 
well as the treatment which many of the greateft men of all 
ages have met with at his hands, his fatire muft, with all 
candid and impartial perfons, have loft its keennefs; and 
the overflowings of his gall, and the expreffions of a vain, 
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“envious, ‘difappointed, difcdntented heart, can hurt only 
his own memory.” 
Soon after, {peaking of fome ambiguous and unguardéd 
in the Frek ENQquiry, which had rendered Dr. 
Middleton’s belief of chriftianity fufpected, he proceeds thus : 
«© ] muft ownmyfelf convinced by the lateEXAMINTAION, 
&c. and more particularly by the VINDICATION now before 
me, of my error (and, tis the only error I am thus convinced 
of) in treating him like a chriftian. For ncw he he has laid 
afide appearances, and leaves charity itfelf no room to doubt 
of his real character. Iam forry to think what that cha- 
ra€ter was ; and am unwilling to afign a name, which is 
due to a clergyman, who enjoyed a cure of fouls, and but 
lately teftified his affent to our articles by a folemn fubfcrip- 
tion, and by reading them publickly, in order to qualify 
himfelf for the benefits of that cure ; and yet perfifted to his 
laft in difbelieving the moft effential, the moft determinate 
do@rines contained in thefe articles, and in labouring to 
fubvert the belief of thefn in others.” 

After this, and a good deal more to the fame purpofe, it is 
pleafant enough to find our author thanking God that 
railing is not his talent : But whatever modeft opinion 
he may have of his own talents in this refpect, moft 
readers, we are perfuaded, will do him juitice, and allow 
that they are far from being defpicable. 

The reader mult have obferved,that our author brings an 
open charge of deifm againft Dr. AZiddleton, and alledges, 
that charity itfelf leaves no room to doubt of his being 
one ; but with all due fubmiffion to this reverend Doétor, 
we are of opinion, that charity obliges us to think quite 
differently of him; and we fhall give our reafons for fo 
doing, though it be fomewhat foreign to our plan, flat- 
tering ourfelves that our readers will pardon this fhort 
digreffion. 

In Dr. Middleton’s prefatory difcourfe to his letter from 
Rome, he declares his fentiments with regard to chriftia- 
nity, in the cleareft and fulleft manner, leaving charity 
itfelf no rcom to doubt, but that he was then a be- 
liever in chriftianity. For the fatisfaétion of our readers, 
we fhall lay before them the Do&or’s own words. ‘¢* That 
my fentiments, fays he, on this head; may neither be mif- 
taken nor fufpected ; and that I may give fatisfaction, as 
far as I am able, to ail,’ whom, by any freedom of expref- 
fion, I miay podibly have offended, either ia this, or in 
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any other of my writings, I take this occafion to de- 
clare, that J] look upon miracles, when accompanied with 
all the circumftances proper to perfuade us of the re- 
ality of the facts, faid to be performed, and of the dignity 
of the end for which they were performed, to be the mott 
decifive proofs, that can be given, of the truth and divinity 
of any religion. This was evidently the cafe of the Fewifh 
and of the Chriffian miracles; wrought in fuch a manner, 
as could leave no doubt upon the fenfes of thofe who 
were the witnefles of them ; and for the nobleft end 
for which the deity can be conceived to interpofe himfelf ; 
the univerfal good and falvation of man. For the Fews/b 
and Chriftian difpenfations are but different parts of one 
and the fame fcheme, mutually illuftrating and confirm- 
ing each other’s authority : and from this view of them, 
in which they fhould always be confidered, as neceffarily 
‘connected, and dependent on each other, we fee the weak- 
nefs of that obje&tion commonly made to theA/4dfaic part,on 
the account of its being calculated for the ufe only of a pe- 
culiar people ; whereas, in truth, it was the beginning, or 
firft opening of an univerfal fyftem, which, from the time 
of Mofes, was gradually manifefted to the world by the fuc- 
ceffive miffions of the Prephets, till that full time, or coming 
of the Meffiah, when iife and immortality were brought to light 
by the go/pel, or the chief good and happinefs of man per- 
fectiy revealed to him. 

‘© That miracles have ever been thought the moft authen- 
tic proofs of a divine miffion, feems to be declared by the 
fenfe of all nations, fince there never was a religion pretend- 
ing to be divine, which did not fupport that pretenfion by 
an appeal to them ; yet the innumerable forgeries of this fort, 
which have been impofed upon mankind in all ages, are fo 
far from weakening the credibility of the ‘fewifh and Chrif- 
tian miracles, that they ftrengthen it. For how could we 
account for a pratice fo univerfal, of forging miracles for 
the fupport of falfe religions, if on fome occafions they had 
not actually been wrought for the confirmation of a true 
one? Or how was it poffible, that fo many {purious copies 
fhould pafs upon the world, without fome genuine original, 
from which they were drawn ; whofe known exiftence and 
tried fuccefs might give an appearance of probability to the 
counterfeit? Now, of all the miracles of antiquity, there 
are none, that can pretend to the character of originals, but 
thofe of the old and new teftament ; which, though the oldeft 
by far of all others, of which any monuments now remain 
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in the world, have yet maintained their credit to this day» 
through the perpetual oppofition and fcrutiny of ages; 
whilft all the rival productions of fraud and craft have 
long ago been fucceffively exploded, and funk into utter 
contempt. An event, that cannot reafonably be afcribed to 
any other caufe, but to the natural force and effect of truth, 
which, though defaced for a time by the wit, or deprefled 
by the power of man, is fure {till to triumph in the end, over 
all the falfe mimickry of art, and the vain efforts of human 
licy.”’ 

Bi! we are bound in juftice to believe, that Dr. Mid- 
dleton was fincere when he wrote this, furely we can ne- 
ver, while we make any pretences to charity and can- 
dour, call his belief of chriftianity in queftion, after fo 
full. and exprefs a declaration; and though he might af- 
terwards have altered his opinion, yet ftill charity obliges 
us to think, that he did not, unlefs we have clearer proofs 
than a few ambiguous and obfcure paflages, on which 
alone, for ought that appears, Dr. Church has grounded 
his charge of deifm. 

We fhall conglude our account of this performance, 
with acquainting our readers, that Dr, Church, being de- 
firous to pay a proper attention to every thing that has 
been urged againft him in this controverfy, and to dif- 
charge his hands of it once for all, has beflowed a few 
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Art. xxx1x. The Force of EDUCATION, illuftrated in the 
Memoirs of Mademoifelle de St. Eugene, and the Baron 
de Cromftad, tranflated from the French of M. de V 
tzmo, printed for R. Griffiths, price 15. 6d. few'd, 
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F a competent knowledge of human nature, interefting 

incidents, and elegance of language, be a recommen- 
dation to.a novel, this fmall performance may claim fome 
fhare of the publick favour. The characters are naturakp 
and well kept up. The fable is liid with a good deal of 
fubtilty and judgment, but doubtlefs might have been im- 
proved in feveral particulars. The following may give a 
general idea of the author’s plan. 

The count de St. Eugene, a French nobleman, being 
fent into England upon bufinefs of importance, finds it ne- 
ceflary to change his name to that of the baron de Crom/tad. 
During his flay he gains the good graces of a merchant’s 
» 2 daughter, 
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daughter, who foon after his departure was delivered of a 
fon, calling him Cromftad, the fuppofed name of his fa- 

ther. ‘Ths fon being afterwards fent abroad to fee if he 

could poffibly find out his father, accidentally lights upon 

the count de St. Eugene; who immediately, from his name 
and other circumftances, difcovers him to be his fon, but 
thinks it proper to keep the knowledge of this to himfelt. 
T he count, who by this time was married, took his fon home 
with him, and got him promoted in the army. Young 
Cromftad, who was extremely happy in meeting with fuch 
a generous benefaétor and patron, enjoys frequent oppor- 
tunities of converfing with the count’s only daughter Ade- 
laide; for whom he at ‘length conceives a ftrong paffion, 
but without daring to give the leaft hint of it to her, who 
had anequally good opinion ofhim, Adelaide’s fofter-fifter 
Angelica, being taken into the count’s family, difcovers the 
mutual fondnefs of the two lovers to the marquis d@’ An- 
glure, who was defigned for Adelaide’s hufband. This 
occafions a duel, in which the baron de Crom/tad comes off 
conqueror, after flightly wounding the marquifs d@’Anglure. 
All this could not be concealed from the count de St, Eu- 
gene ; he is informed of the whole affair, and finding no other 
expedient to extricate his family from fo criminal an amour, 
he difcovers to them that Crom/fad was his fon; and, in 
compliance with the intreaties of the countefs his wife, pro- 
pofes a match between him and Angelica, All obftacles 
being now removed to the marquis @’ Anglure’s match with 
Adelaide, a day is fixed for the celebration of both thefe 
marriages. But in the mean time, Ade/aide’s nurfe being 
at the point of death, difcovers that Angelica was the count 
de St. Eugene’s true daughter, and that Adelaide was her 
own. This was an equally perplexing affair with refpect to 
the amour between Crom/ftad and Adelaide, he being now upon 
the point of marrying his real fifter Angelica : but it had much 
happier confequences ; for the marquis d’ Anglure and Crom- 
Jtad are married, more to both their inclinations, by only 
exchanging brides. 

’ As the author feems to be very fond of taking all occa- 
fions to fall into the pathetic, we fhall extract a paffage or 
two of this kind, as fpecimens of his manner. The firft 
is a foliliquy of the count de St. Eugene on the difcovery of 
Adelaide's real birth, wherein he exclaims, ** How mife- 
rable am | made by this difcovery ? Alas! where are now 
all my fond {chemes for future happinefs ? why have I lived 
to be fo unhappily undeceived? And why did this woman 
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live to undeceive me? But, oh! heaven! forgive fo. rafh 
a thought !—what a train of horrors, ftill more dreadful, 
muft I have encountered, had not this providential difco- 
very interpofed! But ftill, my dear Adelaide! But you 
fhall ftill both be mine.—’ Tis from you both that I muft 
yet look for that happinefs, which I once felt on the fond 
thought that Adelaide was my own fiefh and blood.—But 
for thee, thoudear partner of my life! my better felf! what 
wilt not thou too fuffer when I furprize thee with this un- 
expected tale! Alas! thou muft fee] and fhare with me the 
pain I have already felt, on this fad fubject.”’ 

After making this difcovery to the countefs, he takes 4den 
laide into aclofer, and there communicates it to her, but in 
terms ftill more affe&ting. Taking her in his arms and 
tenderly embraced her, he cries out, ‘* My daughter, 
my dear daughter! yes, the melancholy truth, which you 
muft be made acquainted with, fhall never hinder you 
from being fo.” —**Ah ! my dear father, faid the, while I have 
your affection, I want no other happinefs. 1 fuppofe the 
marquis @’ Anglure’s mind is altered with refpect to our mar- 
riage. But do not you, my dear father, be concerned at this ; 
for fo far from its being a matter of uneafinefs to me, be- 
lieve me, nothing would give me greater joy than an aflu- 
rance that I fhould never be feparated from fo wosthy, fo 
tender a father.” 

«¢ My daughter!—ah! my deareft daughter, faid the count, 
who could no longer reftrain his tears, thy words draw the 
very blood from my heart.”—He was unable to proceed, he 
fighed—he lifted up his eyes to heaven, whilft the poor 
Adelaide, in the midft of her confternation, endeavoured, 
by a thoufand endearments, to remove the count’s unea- 
finefs, and induce him to tell the fatal caufe of it. ‘* Father, 
my dear father, faid fhe, you can inform me of nothing 
which can give me fo much pain, as the diforder under 
whichI now fee you ftruggling.” ‘* Oh! my daughter, cried 
the count, ’tis thefe tender names of daughter and father 
which occafion all my torment. Alas! I am not your fa- 
ther; no, nor ever was worthy of being father to fuch a 
child,” ‘* Alas! my dear, dear, fir, faid the amazed, af- 
frighted Adelaide, what do you fay? You not my father— 
Am [then grown unworthy of your love? What have I 
done?” ** Alas! whereamI? Oh Iam dying. Atthefe 
words fhe was falling into a fwoon; but the count, now 
more afflicted, and more affe€tionate.then ever, fupported 
her in his arms. ** Daughter, faid he to her, daughter ! hear 
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me! recover yourfelf my dear daughter !’”—*¢ your daughter ! 
anfwered fhe faintly, your daughter! that dear name no 
more belongs to me! ah! you are no longer my father ! 
let me die! oh, Jet me die! what can life be worth after 
fuch a lofs ?” ** Alas! my child, replied the count, you do 
not yet know the extent of our misfortune. How can I 
expect that you will be able to fupport the fhocking difco- 
very which I haveto make of your real birth.” ‘* Pray my 
lord, faid fhe, recovering, in fome meafure her prefence 
of mind, proceed, and acquaint me with my whole deftiny ; 
fince you are not my father, I am proof againft any thing 
more that you can tell me. But, continued fhe, with a 
frefh torrent of tears, do not, above al] things, forbid me to 
love you.”” ‘* That, my dear, replied the count, would be 
depriving myfelf of life; but hear me a few words more. 
The too happy ‘Foclet, even your nurfe Foclet, is your mo- 
ther; your name is Angelica, and fhe who is called fo, 1s 
the daughter given me by heaven, and whom nature and 
juftice force me to acknowledge as fuch, And now, my 
dear child, Cromffad is no longer your brother. He is my 
fon, he loves youu—Yes! you fhall be the daughter of my 
choice, and alfo, Taffure you, the daughter of my heart. 
But this too, I fee, my dear child, draws tears from you.” 
Alas! my lord, replied fhe, what elfe can be expeéted from 
one fo compleatly wretched as 1 am? And oh! into how 
many faults has my ignorance of myfelf betrayed me! 
Heavens! how often have I failed in refpeét to her, to whom 
fo much was due, as being your daughter! It was, indeed, 
a blind excefs of vanity in me, to dare to fix my affeétions 
on your fon, Ah! fir, I am now, indeed, unworthy of 
him, and nothing remains for me, but to implore your 
goodnefs to procure me an obfcure and everlafting retire- 
ment. ‘Too happy, if my heart may be allowed to carry 
thither an affurance that you will preferve fome fmall re- 
membranee of an unfortunate creature, deceived by educa- 
tion, feduced by your kindnefs, and guilty only by being 


iznorant of her natural ftation.” hy 
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ArT. xt. Devout Meditations, &c. By a Perfon of Ho- 
nour. Edinburgh, printed, and fold by Wilfon in Lon- 
don. 12m0. Pr. zs, 6d. bound. 


HIS fmall piece confifts of thoughts upon a variety 
of ufeful and important fubjects, chiefly religious 
and philofophical, without any regular order or method, 
being originally intended for the author’s own ufe, who, as 
we are told in the firft meditation, accuftomed himfelf, as 
often as he conveniently could, to write down his refleéti- 
ons upon fome fubjeét of importance. His views in this, 
he fays, were, fix/?, to oblige himfelf frequently to enter 
into a ferious confideration of the great God, and of the 
moft proper means to render himfelf acceptable to him; 
and, fecondly, that, by help of thefe meditations and re- 
fleGtions, he might be able to make a judgment of the ftate 
and condition of his mind for the time patt, and to com- 
pare it with the prefent, in order to make his life as uni- 
form, in all virtue, as poffible. 

That our readers may be able to judge of his manner, 
we fhall lay before them a few of his reflexions, *‘ Man, 
fays he, is the only creature in the world, whofe happinefs 
is imperfeét, and who is fenfible that it is fo; who has fome- 
thing in him that difdains the imperfection of his own be- 
ing, and languifhes after a condition more perfect Were he 
compofed only, like other animals, of flefh and blood, he 
would find no more faults with his being, than they do with 
theirs ; fince the matter of which his body and theirs is 
made, is not capable of fuch reflexions: but thefe are the 
fecret repinings of the foul, by which the plainly difcovers 
herfelf; and our attentive obfervations of her, will foon 
turn into demonftrations that we .have fuch a principle 
exiftent in us. And fince it is natural for all beings to feek 
and thirft after happinefs, it is neceflary to know where 
the feat of it is fixed; it being the want of that knowledge 
that makes us waite fo much time in vain purfuits, and un- 
profitable attempts, in endeavouring to confine happinefs to 
the body, which is a prifon too weak to hold it; and the 
fenfes that conduct it thither are too feeble long to guard 
and detain it: it is always attempting to make its efcape, 
and what is worfe, it never mifles of its aim. Befides, if 
it has no other exiftence than the body, it muft be very 
fhort-lived, and in a contemptible portion of time perifh 
with it. A man that is of ag opinion muft be fure to keep 
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his thoughts always fteadily confined within the compafs of 
this life and world ; for if they happen to wander beyond 
it, they will enter into dark uncomfortable regions, that 
will afford them nothing but black and difmal profpe&s, 
which too many gay unthinking people find by fad expe- 
rience. Now virtue (which I may define to be the fcience 
of happinefs) will give us true notions of it, and teach us, 
that the true feat of it is in the foul; which is of a capacity 
large enough to contain it, and of a duration lafting enough 
to preferve it to eternity: there it may rife to unmeafurable 
heights, without reftraint ; it can never overburden or over- 
power the foul. It is the poor feeble body only that is not 
able to fupport it, that is too weak to bear the rapid and 
violent motions of the foul, when it is filled and agitated 
with an exceflive joy. The heart is capable of bearing but 
a {mall infignificant meafure of joy ; it may eafily be over- 
charged with it, (like a gun with powder) and be rent and 
deftroyed with the irrefiftible efforts of it; according to 
the feveral degrees of which, it is evident it often occafions 
extafies, fwoonings, and death. The heart can no more 
fupport immoderate joy than immoderate grief; the one is 
deftruétive by too much dilating it, the other by too great a 
depreffion ; and it is equal whether the veffel be crufhed by 
too ftrong a preflure without, or torn in pieces by too vio- 
lent an extenfion from within ; which foever of them hap- 
pens, the frail cafk is broken, and life fpile. 

In cafe of temptation, it is a prudent caution to avoid 
the encounter, when we are confcious of weaknefs, or un- 
able to ftand it: but I don’t think it the part cf a generous 
mind, to reft fatisfied in a fafety that is always owing to 
flight ; it is much braver to keep the mind continually exer- 
cifed, and inured by imaginary conflicts, till it is taught and 
enabled to overcome in thofe that are real ; that whatfoever 
temptation offers itfelf, the foul may be intrepid, and coming 
bravely to the encounter, may know how to be vi€torious by 
its own force and virtue. 

"Tis a prepofterous refolution that fome people take, of 
ceferring to be virtuous till they grow old, imagining, that 
wifdom is the natural confequence of old age; as if that 
which is the greateft imperfe@tion of human nature, were 
moft proper to confer upon us the higheft perfection of it. 
Long obfervation indeed gives experience ; but that is a 
thing very different from wifdom, though it is the utmoft 
advantage old age can pretend to beftow upon us. Now 
it is to be confidered, that virtue is a habit of the mind, 
to be acquired with great induftry and application ; to be 


forcibly 



































































For FEBRUARY, 1751. 265 


forcibly introduced into the foul, in oppofition to vice, 
which has gotten (it is to be fuppofed) a long and un- 
diftarbed pofleffion of it, and muft be diflodged with great 
difficulty, and by a perfevering refolution. And this is 
not to be effected in a little time ; the inhabitants are all of 
its fide ; and it has fo carefully ftrengthened the place, that 
the fiege mutt be both Iong and doubtful. ”T'is like to 5¢ 


an atchievement that will not only require the vigour of 


youth, but more time alfo than old age has to beftow upoh 


it. The chief end of a virtuous life is to give us as near a 


refemblance as is poffible to God, to make us pure as he is 
pure; that is, to raife us to the utmoft degree of purity 
our frail nature is capable of. Now, the deferring this 
work till we grow old, is refolving firft, to be as unlike 
God as poffible, in a confident, but very ridiculous affu- 
rance, that old aze will help our deformity, and give us a 
very good refemblance of him, and in an inftant confer 
upon us purity like his, after we have wilfully pafled our 
whole life in contraéting pollution, So wonderful a change 
as this, it is poffible for him (who can do all things) tho’ 
not for age to make; but it is fuch a one as no man can 
reafonably expect. Can we think, when the pureft and 
fprightlieft part of life has been drawn out to vice, that the 
dregs are an offering fit for God ? Can we think it only 
then fit to pleafe him, when we are not able to offend him 
longer? This is no better than a being caft upon God 
Almighty, by age and infirmity, againft our will; like 
mariners who are forced, by ftorms and tempefts, upon a 
coaft they never intended to come near. 

Tis generally believed, that the deluge occafioned the 
fhortnefs of man’s life, which is much contraéted fince that 
time, in comparifon of its length in the time of the anti- 
dijuvian patriarchs ; and we find, that the vicioufnefs of 
mankind occafioned the deluge: and, very probably, God 
thought fit to drown the world for thefe two reafons : 
firft, to punifh the then living offenders ; and next, to pre- 
vent mens plunging into thofe prodigious depths of impiety 
for all future ages ; for if in this fhort term of life, which 
is now allotted to mankind, men are capable of being puffed 
up to fuch an infolent degree of pride and folly, as to for- 
get God, and their own mortality, his power, and their 
own weaknefs ; if a profperity, bounded by threefcore and 
ten years, (and what mortal’s profperity, fince the deluge, 
ever lafted fo long?) can fwell the mind of fo frail a crea- 
ture to fuch a prodigious fize of vanity, what boundaries 
could 
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could then be put to his arrogance, if his life and profperity 
were likely to continue eight or nine hundred years toge- 
ther, like that of the patriarchs. If, under the prefent cir- 
cumftances of life, mens paffions can rife fo high; if the 
prefent fhort and uncertain enjoyments of the world are 
able to occafion fuch an extravagant pride, fuch unmea- 
furable ambition, fuch fordid avarice, fuch barbarous rapine 
and injuftice, fuch malice and envy, and fo many other 
deteftable things that compofe the numerous train of vice, 
how would the paffions have famed, and to what a mon- 
ftrous ftature would every vice have grown, if thofe enjoy- 
ments that provoked and increafed them, were of eight or 
nine hundred years duration? If eternal happinefs and eter- 
nal punifhment are able to make no {tr:nger impreffions 
upon mens minds, fo near at hand, it may well be ima- 
gined, that at fo great a diftance they would have made 
none at all ; that the one would have been entirely divefted 
of its allurements, and the other of its terrors, and the great 
Creator deprived of that obedience and adoration which is 
fo juftly due to him from his creatures. Thus the inunda- 
tion of vice has (in fome meafure) by God’s goodnefs, 
been prevented by an inundation of water: that which was 
the punifhment of one generation, may be faid to have been 
the prefervation of all thofe which have fucceeded it ; for if 
Jife had not been thus clipt, one Tiberius, one Caligula, one 
Nero, one Lewis X{V. had been fufficient to have deftroyed 
the whole race of mankind ; each of whofe lives, had they 
been ten times as long, and the mifchiefs they occafioned 
multiplied by that number, it might eafily be computed 
how great a plague one fuch long-lived monfter would have 
been to the world.” Wd 





Art. xii. The Scripture-doétrine of Atonement examined ; 
firft, in relation to Jewith Sacrifices: And then, to the Sa- 
crifice of our bleffed Lord and Saviour fefus Chrift. By 
Jobn Taylor, of Norwich. Sed by J, Waugh. O@avo, 


Pages 136. Price 25. 


HIS ingenious author, who has already diftinguith- 

ed himfelf in the controverfy on original fin, has at- 
tempted in this little treatife to fet the doétrine of Chrift’s 
atonement in a new, fair, and unexceptionable light, Inor- 
der to this, he inquires, in the firft part of his piece, into the 
nature and defign of the ‘Zewi/h facrifices, which affifts him 
in judging, in the laft part, of the true nature and defign of 
the 
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the grand facrifice offered by Chrift for the fins of the whole 
world. He begins with giving an account of the occafions 
on which the ews ufed to offer facrifices, and the ceremo- 
nies which generally accompanied them, and from thence 
proceeds to inquire into their meaning and efficacy. He 
concludes, that they had fome refpeét to God, becaufethey 
were offered in his temple, by the priefts his fervants,. and 
and are faid to be fometimes accepted of him, fometimes not. 
They had this refpeét to God, as they exprefled good dif- 
pofitions in the hearts of thofe who offered them. This he 
thinks evident from the temple’s being called a houfe of 
prayer,with relation to the facrifices in it, //a.lvi. 7. 1 Sam, 
xiii. 12; and from thofe texts in which fufferings for 
God, kindnefsto the poor, &c. are figuratively called fa- 
crifices acceptable to God; which, he fays, fhews that 
they underftood proper facrifices, were acceptable to him. in 
the fame manner, viz, as attended with a pious and well- 
difpofed mind. From all, heinfers, that /acrifices were a 
fymbolical addrefs to God ; intended to exprefs before him the 
devotion, affeétions, difpofitions, and defires of the heart, by fig- 
nificative and emblematical adtions. So that he includes un- 
der the notion of facrifices whatever is expreflive of a pious 
and virtuous difpofition ; as prayers, thankfgivings, labours, 
and fufferings in the caufe of religion, &c. and fuch facrifices 
had this effect with reference to the perfons.by whom. they 
were offered, that they were effectual to obtain the bleffings 
‘ “defired. 
Having determined +hisown fenfe of facrifice, he attempts 
to confute the opinion of thofe who think that the guilt of 
the.offender is transferred upon the facrifice made for him, 
and is fignified by the facrificer’s laying his hand on the 
head of it, asin the cafe of the fcape-goat, which was there- 
fore faid to bear the iniquities of the children of J/rael. «Mr. 
Taylor fays, that this notion of transferring fin is only 
grounded on this fingle inflance of the fcape-goat ; but that 
it is abfurd to imagine, that fin, which can truly be imputed 
to the offender alone, was eyer really transferred to another ; 
much lefs to a brute altogether uncapable of fin. He thinks 
it was only a figurative inftruction to the people, fignifying 
that God had caft all their fins, repented of, behind his back, 
and would never lay them to their charge; and as to the 
expreflion of bearing fin, he obferves, that it isnever ufed of 
any Levitical facrifice, but is fometimes applied to God, 
when he forgives finners, or bears with them patiently, to 
our blefled Lord, andthe ‘few7/d priefts, as they made atone- 
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ment for fin, or fuffered thofe things which God was pleaf- 
ed to appoint as proper, on their part, either for the removal, 
or to fignify the removal or taking away of guilt. ay 
But it is objeéted to him, that if the death of the victim 
was a Vicarious punifhment, then it follows, that the victim 
did fo far bear the fin of the offender, that it fuffered in his 
ftead, and bore the punifhment which fhould have fallen 
upon him. Take the anfwer to this in his own words. 
“© The victim is never faid to be offered, or to die in the 
ftead of thefinner. Abraham (Gen. xxii. 13.) took the ram 
and offered him up for a burnt-offering inftead of his fon lfaac. 
But every body knows this is foreign to the prefent purpofe. 
The cutting off the heifer’s head in cafe of fecret murder, 
{ Deut. xxi. 1,—10.) might reprefent the punifhment due 
to the murderer, and the readinefs of the elders to punifh 
him, by thedding his blood, could he be found ; and 
fo was a proper mean of clearing themfelves of the guilt 


~ which would have /ain upon them, had they taken no notice 


of a murder committed in their neighbourhood ;_ nor expref- 
fed their abhorrence of it, and their readinefs to difcover and 
punifh the murderer. And thus indeed, till the murderer 
was difcovered, the flaying of the heifer ferved their purpofe 
as well as if they had put him to death ; but not as if the 
heifer died either in their ftead, or his ftead, (for, if after- 
wards he was found, he was to fuffer capital punifhment) 
but as by the whole ceremony they fignified their willing- 
nefs and true defire to find him out, and to punifh him. 
which, as the cafe ftood, was all they could poffibly do: 

*©’ The fins for which facrifices were generally offered 
were fins of ignorance, and ceremonial uncleannefs, which 
were not capital by law. The victim therefore could not 
die in the offender’s ftead, when his offence was not punifh- 
able with death. 

‘¢ If the virtue or efficacy of every piacular facrifice 
confifted in fuffering a vicarious punifhment, then, whereas 
that punifhment was the fame in all fuch facrifices, b 
whomfoever offered, it muft have had its effe&, in all thofe 
facrifices ; and they muft a/j have been equally acceptable 
to God, as fuch. Which is well known to be falle. 

‘¢ Indeed the vi&tim might, and I fuppofe did, reprefent 
the perfon who offered it, in the fymbolical interpretative 
fenfe; namely, as whatever was done to that, was. to 
be applied to himfelf, to thew him the demerit of fin in ge- 
neral, how he ought to flay the brute in himfelf, and devote 
his life and foulto God, &c. But this is very remote from 
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the victiin’s fuffering in his ftead, the death which he deferved 
to die for his fins; or fuffering @ vicarious peril 
which feems to be a contradiétion in terms. For as there 
cannot be a vicarious guilt, or as no one can be guilty in the 
ftead of another, fo there cannot be a vicarious punifhment ; 
or no one can be punifhed inftead of another ; becaufe pu- 
nifhment, in its very nature, connotes guilt in the fubject 
which bears it.” 

He goes on to fhew that vicarious punifhment is not in- 


cluded in the notion of atonement, which might be. made. 


by an offering of fine flour, Lev. v. 1, 2,3. This naturally 
leads him to inquire into the true meaning of the word atone- 
ment, as it is ufed in fcripture. He obferves, that from its 
root caphar, are derived words of feven fignifications, bue 
of thefe only two have any reference to this fubject: the 
firft fignification is to pitch, or fmear with pitch, which he 
takes to be the natural and original fenfe of the word; the 
next is to make atonement. He has collected 121 texts, in 
which it is ufed in this fenfe, and in quoting them has told 
us what was the effe&t wrought by the atonement mentioned 


in them, and what were the means that produced this effect. _ 


Some of thefe texts relate to cafes, in which perfons made 
atonement for themfelves; others refer to mens dealing 
with one another ; and others again to the dealings of God 
with man: and in thefe laftthe effeé&t produced by the a- 
tonement is pardon of fin, and ‘the means by which atone- 
ment was made, are God’s goodnefs and mercy, inftru@tion, 
prayer, offerings to the facrifice of religion, &c. From all 
this he concludes, that any mean, whereby finners are re- 
formed, and the judgment of God averted, is making atone- 
ment for their fins. It would be too tedious to mention 
all thofe texts; we fhall only give the following, which 
our readers may confult as a fpecimen of the reft: Deut. 
xxii. 43. Pfal. xxix. 9. ‘fob xxxiii. 24. Prov. xvi. 6. 
Exod.xv.16. ‘* From the whole, fays he, we may truly 
conclude, that facrifices were fymbolical addreflcs to God, 
exprefling by outward figns what is exprefled in prayer and 
praife, by words, or in the courfe of life, by deeds: that they 
made atonement for fin, not as being fubftituted in the 
ftead of the facrificer, and bearing his fin or punifhment ; 
nor as an equivalent to divine juitice; for neither of thefe 
enter into the notion of atonement : but as the facrificer co- 
venanted, or tranfacted with God, upon the fincerity of his 
foul ; and with his facrifice prefented a penitent or thank- 
ful heart, and afterwards led an obedient life. 
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«¢ And furely it muft confirm this fentiment beyond all 
doubt, when the fcripture every where declares, that with- 
out fincere prayers and thankfgiving, without repentance, 
faith, and obedience, all facrifices were not only unprofitable, 
as to the favour of God, or his pardoning mercy, but alfo de- 
teftable in his fight: and when the prophets unanimoufly a- 
gree, that it was not any thing in the moft numerous, ex- 
penfive, or pompous facrifices, that had any effe€t with God, 
but only doing juftly, loving mercy, and walking humbly with 
God.” 

Our author having fixed his ideas of atonement and facri- 
fice, proceeds to’confider the nature of Chrift’s atonement 
and facrifice. Here he inquires, firft, into the effects wrought 
by Chritt’s death, and brings feveral texts to prove that he 
died for the remiffion of our fins; for our fanétification ; 
to reconcile us to God ; and to procure our eternal happi- 
nefs. Thefe texts (too numerous to quote) fatisfy him, that 
Chrift’s blood was offered to procure the remiffion of our 
fins ; ** and if (fayshe) the redemption we have through 
his blood be the forgivenefs of fins, then is it certain, that 
the fhedding of his blood had its effect with God, as it fup- 
plied fuch a reafon for the forgivenefs of fins, as the wif- 
dom and goodnefs of God our Saviour thought proper and 
expedient, and without which he did not think it proper 
and expedient to forgive them. 

“© T conclude therefore, that the facrifice of Chri was 
truly and properly, in the higheft degree, and far beyond 
any other, PIACULAR and EXPIATORY, to make atone- 
ment for, or to take away fin. Not only to give us an ex- 
ample ; not only to aflure us of remiffion; or to procure 
our Lord a commiffion to publifh the forgivenefs of fin: 
but moreover to obtain that forgivenefs, by doing what God 
in his wifdom and goodnefs judged fit and expedient to. be 





done, in order to the forgivenefs of fin ; and without which 


he did not think fit or expedient to grant the forgivenefs 
of fin.” 

He proceeds to fhew, that Chrift’s death did not produce 
its effe€ts by making the Deity inclinable to pardon ; for this 
he was before: nor by fatisfying juftice *, or the law of 


God, 


* By juffice, in this cafe, is not meant juftice as it is an attri- 
bute in God, or that branch of his moral rectitude, which we call 
righteoufne/s: but juftice as ftinted and directed by /aw, com- 
manding duty, and denouncing a penalty, in cafe of tran{greffion 
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God; fince juftice and Jaw can no otherwife be fatisfied 
than by the ju/f and /egal punifhment of the offender, which 
wifdom does not always require. He alfo objects to the no- 
tion of Chrift’s fuffering a vicarious punifhment, becaufe this 
never enters into the meaning of the word atonement; s 
the fame with fy fatisfying law and juftice ; and finks our 
ideas of his fufferings to the low ideas of the pains and fuf- 
fering of a malefactor. 

A penitent finner is in the fitteft ftate to receive pardon, 
but the pardon muft be beftowed in fuch a manner, and 
with fuch circumitances, as not to encourage fin. Now 
he fays there is no method of granting pardon more fuitable 
to the thing itfelf, or the goodnefs of God, than that which 
beft fecures and promotes holinefs, which is the defigned 
end of pardon; and therefore, if God’s granting the remif- 
fion of fin, and the other bleffings of the gofpel through the 
blood of Chrift, has a ftrong and dire&t tendency to our 
fan&tification, to render us penitent and obedient, he fays he 
muft acquiefce in it asa conftitution perfectly wife and bene- 
ficient. That the death and fufferings of Chrift have this 
tendency to promote our fan@tification, he fhews in the fol- 
lowing words: 

‘© Now, whoever attentively fixes his thoughts upon the 
death of Chrif?, muft there fee, in the ftrongeft light, how 
odious and deteftable all fin isto God: how abfolutely in- 
confiflent with our own excellence and happinefs; how 
dreadfully pernicious in its confequences, when the infinite 
wifdom of God judged nothing lefs than the facrifice of his 
well-beloved and only-begotten Son, that great, that zlori- 
ous, and moft excellent perfonage, a proper mean to deliver 
us both from the guilt and from the power of it. In acru- 
cified “Fe/us he will have a pleafing and aftonifhing view of 
the greateft and brighteft mind by far that ever appeared 
upon earth, moft illuftrious in magnanimity and fortitude ; 
in righteoufnefs and integrity ; in humility and meeknefs; 
in the moft generous beneficence, the fweeteft goodnefs, com- 
pafion and tendernefs, even to cruel enemies under the bit- 
tereft anguifh of torture inflifed by their hands ; in love 
and obedience to God ;_ truft and confidence.in him ; felf- 
denial, and contempt of the earth and the body. No pattera 
more fair and fpotlefs can be propofed for our imitation, 


Here therefore ju/fice and /aw come to the fame thing, only draw 
ae rule, and Jufiice ts ating according to, or the execution of, 
that rule. 


nor 








om, 








272 The MONTHLY REVIEW, 


nor recommended by more endearing friendfhip and love. 
The crofs of Chrif is alfoa ftrong and ftriking evidence of 
the intrinfic, effential excellency of thofe virtues; that ac- 
cording to infinite wifdom, they are the only foundation of 
all true greatnefs, honour and felicity ; and, that for the 
attainment: of them, we fhould reckon nothing too dear, 
not even life itfelf. For, were they not the chief per- 
fection of the rational nature, and of infinite importance 
to us, the fon of God would not, by the appointment 
of the Father, have relinquifhed a ftate of ineffable glory, 
and have fubmitted to an extreme degree of indignity 
and fuffering, to direét and enable ws to acquire them. 
He, who had no need of fuch fevere difcipline, to pu- 
rify and ennoble his own mind, willingly complied with 
it, to give us a fenfe of our higheft perfection, and to 
engage us to purfue it with a proportionable diligence. 
So far, therefore, as we regard the wifdom of the moft 
high God, and of the ever bleffed fon of God, we fhall 
learn from his blood to deteft wickednefs, and to account 
true holinefs the glory of our nature; to value it above 
all temporal enjoyments, and to deny ourfelves in all the 
honours, pofleffions, and pleafures of this world, that we 
may be confirmed in the habits of it. Or, if we view the 
vaft and extenfive effects of Chri/f’s obedient death, we 
fhall be amazed, and convinced of the immenfe value 
and excellence of gooduefs and obedience. Again, Chrif, 
the captain of our falvation, was made perfec? in that holi- 
nefs, which he came to éxhibit for our ‘fan@tification, 
through fufferings: This fupplies right ideas of trials and 
afflitions ; difpofes to faith and hope, fortitude and pa- 
tience under them, and directs how to improve them to 
a fpiritual and everlafting account. The way of virtue 
may prove rough and difficult ; but we fhall advance with 
refolution, when we fee fuch a leader going before, on pur- 
pofe to guide and encourage us. ‘The fufferings and death 
of Chrif?, very wonderfully declare the love of God, and 
the redeemer to mankind, What a prodigious value hath 
the father and lord of the univerfe fet upon the human na- 
ture ? How dear to him is our life and welfare, when he 
{pared not his only begotten fon, but delivered him up 
for us all, to redeem us from iniquity, and to refine 
our minds into heavenly worth and purity ; and hath now 
invefted him with univerfal dominion, on purpofe, that 
he may over-rule all things for our good, may raife us from 
the dead, and put us in poffeffion of glory, honour, and 
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immortality? How forcibly, far beyond any abftract rea- 
fonings, do thee confiderations urge us to love ‘our Ged and 
faviour ; to devote all ae honour ; to prize and*cultivz 
our nature, as our mo ineftimable poffeffion 3 and above 
all things to be ambitious, diligent and*jealous in praGtifin 
the inftructions, and following the example of" our belt 
friend, ‘who fhed his precious blood, todo us thé greateft 
fervice, to make us virtuous and happy ? 4 

‘¢ Phefe hints are fufficient to’convince, that the facri- 
fice of Chriff is a powerful mean of fanétification 5° or is na- 
turally apt to affeét the heart with the malignity of fin ; the 
excellence and neceffity of trug holinefs ; to fhew wherein it 
confifts, and to excite to the practice of it. A ‘mean far 
exceeding any ‘naked inftractions, becaufe attended with 
circumftances the moft aftonifhing, attraCting and rayifhing, 
And asfuch, it is the propereft and nobleft reafon with God, 
of granting the remiffion of {{n, and other gofpel 'bleffings. 
By the blood of Chrift, God'difcharges us’ from the gui/t, 
becaufe the blood of Chri/? isthe moft powerful mean to free 
us’ from the pollution and power of fin. Tt is the ground of 
redemption, as it is a mean of fanctification. So Abraham's 
obediencé was a proper ground or reafon of God’s conferring 
fingular bleffings upon his pofterity, becaufe it was manifeftly 
a proper mean of exciting them to obedience ; though they 
would not be accepted of God, nor finaliy faved but by their 
own obedience. This is perfectly fit and reafonable; nor is 
it poflible for human wifdom to conceive or devife any 
fcheme of redemption, more juft and excellent in itfelf, 
more worthy of God, or more fuitable to our condition. 
A fcheme fo grand and glorious, that doubtlefs it reaches far 
beyond the narrow theatre of our world, and will to all 
eternity have its happy effects in the fpacious regions of 
light ; where Fefus is feen in the body of his glory, and 
known to be exalted to univerfal dominion, on account of 
his obedient and ‘benevolent death.” 

He ftrengthens all this by a large collection of fcrip- 
tures, very pertinent and juft, and concludes his work by 
fhewing what a clear notion of faith in Chrift, is given by 
the doctrine of atonement. * It is not,” fays he, ** merely 
believing what is related in fcripture, concerning his incar- 
nation, or fuffering, but it is fuch right knowledge, fenti- 
ments, and perfuafion, concerning his blood, as purify 
our hearts, confirm our hope in God, and difpofe to uni- 
verfal obedience.” 
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If we may be allowed to offer our own reflections up~ 
on this work, we muft fay that Mr. Taylor has under- 


taken a, very difficult tafk, to point out the connection © 


Wetween the active and paffive obedience of Chrift, and 
the bleffings procured by it. This we muft all grant, 
that our Saviour has done fomething to make it con- 
fiftent with the wifdom of the divine government to for- 
give finners upon their fincere repentance, which without 
it, would not have been.confiftent. ‘This .is evident, 
from the whole tenour of the New Teftament ; but whe- 
ther the influence, which the practical belief of our Saviour’s 
fufferings has upon the hearts.of men, makes it thus con- 
fiftent or not; whether it is that alone, or, whether. it is 
that at all, we cannot determine for our readers; and 
we believe they will find it, difficult to. determine.for 
themfelves. . i Contre 

Our author has annexed to his performance, a long 
advertifement, offering to:public notice, and encouragement, 
an. Hesrew Concorpanee, (of which hehas given a 
fhort fpecimen) formed: upon a new plan, and fo adapted 
to the Englith bible, as to render it eafy and ufeful, even 
to.an Englifh reader. He obferves very juftly, that a 
Hebrew Concordance aftords greater advantages than one in 
any other language : ‘*¢ For, fays he, in. our Englifh 
tranflation, we fhall find the fame Hebrew word render- 
ed by very different Englifh words : On the contrary, 
the words in the original, which are different are tranf- 
Jated by the fame word in Englifh. The cafe is the 
fame in any other language.. Therefore, from an Eng- 
lifh, or any other modern concordance, it is impoffible 
we fhould find thofe words which are fimilar, or the fame 
in the original. This only can. be done by a concordance 
of the original Hebrew.” - 

As fuch a work cannot but be highly ufeful for all who 
would improve in {criptural knowledge, and therefore de- 
ferves. the greateft encouragement, our readers, we hope, 
will not be difpleafed if we lay before them a particular 
account of the nature and defign of it, in our authors own 
words. <‘¢ Of the feveral Hebrew concordances, fays he, 
that have been publifhed, that by Buxrorr, as it is the 
laft, fo it is by learned men allowed to be by far the beft ; 
the moft regular and compleat. But although it is 
eaft into this natural and regular form, and has now been 
publifhed about 117 years, yet it feems all this while to have 
been too much neglected, and too little, or not at all ap- 
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plied to.its proper purpofes, the explication Of the holy-fcrip-, 
tures.. Which, L:make no.doubt, has, been owing to)its 
being.allin Hebrew, (except.a latin tranflation, of the-head-: 
words ;), the: claufe of.the verfejin Hebrew-without points,” 
the name:.of the book. in. contraéted Hebrew, , the chapter. 
and verfe in Hebrew numerals, 3A which at firft fight-have; 
a forbidding-afpect ;. as implying, that, avatt deal of previ- 
ous pains muft be taken. to: be qualified, for.a ready.and, prot. 
per ule of the:book,,. This:has deterred fcholars from med-, 
dling witiat® viibeot od yous somebiozie? sdy si sa8ig 40 

To remove this great inconvenience, and to render-the, 
ule of this, ineftimable, book’ eafy and.familiar , to. all, - 1 
have thrown. it,,info.a form. quite, new,:(reteining Bux- 
torf’s regular difpofition of the Hebrew words,) have sedu-. 
ced the words of the text to. theEng}ifhiof our tranflation,and, 
the quotations. of book, chaptery,and,verle,. to ithatcom- 
mon manner,: which is ,underftoed ty every, body -that,can 
read... And thus it appears withca; familiar. and inviting. af- 
pect, and, is very eafy, and. far, better adapted \toigeneral 
ufe. than it was, before. For,thaugh Icbave given the;words 
of the text, and the quotations,in-Englith ;),and) though, I 
have taken out of every verfé na, more,than, the.Englifh 
word.or words, by which the Hebrew,,word is'tranflated, 
this does not-at all leflen the ufefulnefs.of the book for any. of 
the purpo’es, which;a Hebrew concordance .can‘.ferve, 
For as the defign of it is not mers}y.ty find. places, , but to 
afcertain the fenfe of words, it would have availed nothing 
to this purpofe to have prcduced a larger quotation, out.of 
the Englith: text ; - becaufe that, at beft, could only, have 
been a fcrap of the verfe. _ But to form.a juft idea of the 
fenfe of a word, we.ought to take in the fenfe. of the whole 
verfe, and often of the whole paragraph where it ftands, 
And no man would reft his judgment of a whole verfe 
{much lefs of a whole paragraph) upon an incoherent fcrap, 
detached out of it., ‘Therefore, had J inferted more Englith 
words out of every text, I fhould only have fwelled. the 
work into a much greater bulk and price, and yet have 
given the ftudent no real advantage. For as I have: af- 
certained the word or words in every text, by which 
the Hebrew word is-tranflated, he may turn to ‘his biole 
and fee how it flands there ; and at leifure compare it with 
the original, or any tranflation, Latin, Greek, Syriac, &c. 
as Well as if I had inferted the whole verte. 

‘¢ In this work, I have carefully examined every text 
throughout the.whole concordance ; have corrected all the 
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prefs-errors in Buxtorf’s quotations of book, chapter and 
vérfe ; reftored many. mifplaced words. to their proper 
fituation ; added feveral which have efcaped’ Buxtorf's dili- 
gence ; and moreover, have taken in all the particles 
out of Noldius, with all their various fenfes,. The Chaldee! 
words are digefted into a feparate concordance, 

‘$6: Befides all this, I have numbered allthe roots, and 
all the: derivatives under each root, after: the manner of 
chapter and:verfe;' by which means any particular-word 
or place in the concordance may be readily found. This 

ve ‘me the advantage of forming an Englifh: index to 

whole concordance; by the help of which, the Hebrew 
root, to‘ which any principal word, verb, noun, participle, 
in the Englith bible belongs, may be difcovered, . And thus 
this éoncordance, in fome meafure, is brought down to the 
capaéity of the inquifitive and induftrious Englith reader : 
Who, when he» would-enquire into the’ force of any 
rincipal word in oer tranflation, may turn to the in- 
ex, which will dire& him ‘to the root under! which his 
Eriglifh word, and thé Hebrew word correfponding: to: it 
are to be found, together with all the other places of fcrip- 
ture where it -is ufed; which he may compare’ together. 
€© Should a new tranflation of the bible beordered by 
authority, this new concordance will ‘be of ‘great fervice; 
not only to difcover the fenfe of the original, but’ like- 
wife to introduce a more uniform tranflation of words ; a8 
it will; at one view, fhew how they are now: varioufly 
rénderéd’ in ‘different places ; and how far they are every 
where capable of being turned into the fame Englifh. A 
matter of great importance in a tranflation. And yet, fap- 
pofing “a new tranflation, this concordance ‘will ftill) be of 
the fame ufe in explaining fcripture, by the affiftance of 
out ‘prefent tranflation, which may eafily’ be preferved for 
that purpofe, or for a long courfe of time, eafily procured. 
And’ fhould the new tranflation be more free than the pre- 
feit,; the prefent would be much better adapted to the 

explanation of fcripture by the Hebrew concordance. 
This work hath fatigued my induftry for ‘more 
than thirteen years; and having now at length, through 
the goodnefs of God, finifhed it, I am not willing to ven- 
tiiré a publication any other way than by fubfcription, Nor 
can any one reafonably expect I fhould, after the'vaft pains 
taken in compiling it, run the hazard of being a lofer'‘by a 
‘work, which will require a large fum of money to print it 
; | r with 
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with that care, exaétnefs, beauty and diftinctnefs, with 
which it ought, and, I am. determined, it fhall be done. 

—— ‘ If any perfons capable of affifting the author in 
procuring and taking in fupfcriptions, and, generoufly dif- 
pofed to promote fo great and good a work, are willing to’ 
lend him a helping hand, he defires they would fignify {uch 


friendly intentions in a line directed to him in Norwich, and. 


dire@ting him how to fend the propofals, and the favour 
will be gratefully received.” ft 





Art. xi, A feafonable Let TxR to the Author of feafon- 
able and affecting confiderations on the Mutiny-Bill, Arti- 
cles of War, and Uje and Abufe t a ftanding Army. — By 
a Country Gentleman. To which is prefixed a foort Dif- 
courfe, se to the Mayor and Inhabitants of Shrew!- 
bury, and the Inhabitants of Manchefter. Price 15. 


HE author of this piece.argues with a great deal of 
T vehemence againft a ftanding army, which he calls 
an Anticonftitutional Intruder ; and is at no lefs pains in 
recommending the eftablifhment of a national militia. He 
tells us, that at'a time when Scotland, fo far from being 
united to England, was fo to France, ftanding armies in 
time of peace were never fo muchas thought of. A force 
proportioned to the occafion was raifed ; whether it was to 
make war offenfive or defenfive, with the French or Spaniards, 
or to repel the frequent incurfions of the Scotch upon our 
borders ; and difbanded again as foon as the conteft was fi- 
nifhed. “If it be afked where foldiers were found, fit for 
the bufinefs? It is anfwered that there fubfifted a numerous 
militia in all parts of the country. ‘Thefe were trained up 
in the {kill of handling the arms then in ufe, as ours might 
be, .did we not hold the prefervation of the game a concern 
of fuch importance, as ought to predominate over all others. 
It is to little purpofe to fay, that their weapons, and man- 
ner of fighting, were quite different from the prefent. 
Courage and order ever were, and ever will be, the two 
effential requifites : The firft was found innate to our coun- 
trymen in thofe days, and I'hope-the ‘breed is not yet, in 
that particular, quite degenerated; the fecond, it fhould 
feem, was'in a very {mall time-obtained; though it is 
hardly conceivable, that the drawing up of an army, with 
its various evolutions, before the invention of gun-powder, 
when fuccefs depended se on agility, perfonal bravery, 
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and. ftrength of body, fhould demand lefs art in,the.officer ; 
or. the management of the brown Lill, lances fword, and. 
bow, lefs dexterity in. the private centinel, than that of the 
frelack at this time... Now,,I would gladly be informed, 
wherein the. danger, inconveniency, or great expencey 
would lie, if the militia here recommended, were called to- 
gether from the. adjicent parts upon holidays; .had arms, 
and a little powder, diftributed to them. by, a ftore keeper 
appointed for that purpofe; went through a platoon 
exercife, under the dircCtion of fome Veteran, paid 
for ‘that office; ~ and that, to render the~whole pa- 

Jatable, a laced bat, ruffed fhirt, or fome fuch trifle was 
allotted as a prize to the beft performer, in firing at a 
mark. Mere ’{quire as] am, I have learned enough from 
the.exercifes I have had an opportunity of feeing; from 
converfing with the officers; and from feveral reviews I 
have been prefent at, to difcern that order, filence, _pa- 
tience for the word of command, together with the dif- 
ferent 'wheelings and facings, are highly requifite, and make 
the: effential difference between them, and an unpractifed, 
uninformed croud: But as for thofe other niceties, whether 
the thumb be placed, the. mufket ftopped, the toe extended 
a ftraw’s breadth more or lefs, higher or lower, I never could 
learn, .even from the gentlemen of the trade, that this delt- 
cacy is. ever remembered in adtion ; and therefore contri- 
butes nothing to the fuccefs of a battle. 

..With regard to the Mutiny Bill, he allows that fome 
alterations have been made in it for the. better, wiz. the 
freeing the half-pay Jift from all the pains and penalties of 
military ‘difcipline ;, the laying open, in fome cafes, the fe- 
crets.of courts martial to the cognizance of Ve/fminfter-ball ; 
and the limiting revifals to.once only. The firft of thefe 
he is highly pleafed with; the fecond he thinks infufficient ; 
and as.to the third, he is.againft any revifal at all, as judging 
it diametrically oppofite to the genius of the Engli/fh laws, 
that.a man’s life fhould twice be brought. in danger. for the 
fame. fuppofed crime. © He inlarges confiderably on the 
expediency of allowing the culprit, or perfon accufed, the 
benefit of council ; a privilege, which, though hitherto de- 
nied in-all trials before a. court martial, he conceives would 
be productive of many good..confequences ; which, as enu- 
merated by him, are as follows: Fir/?, T he officers fitting ata 
court-martial as judges and jury, would run the.risk of being 
informed, or, if you pleafe, .reminded, to adhere to the. letter 
and ,fpirit of the act of parliament. , Secondly, The awe of 
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fuperiors, and the inability of {peaking clearly, before a nu- 
merous audience, might be relieved by the interpofition of 
an orator, and the bafhful member emboldened to give his 
vote according to his enlightened fentiments. © Thirdly, 
They might be infnared into a feafonable compaffion of hu2 
man frailty ; and thence induced to proportion the punifh- 
ment tothe crime, taking in all the favourable circum- 
ftances. Fourthly, Illegal, mifchievous, or impoffible com- 
mands might happen to be traced, and fo the cenfure light 
upon the true objet. Fifihly, Words, geftures, Sc. might 
receive a more equitable, and therefore more merciful inter- 
pretation, than fomeimes have been put uponthem. Sixth- 
4y, A court might be teazed with over-caution, in a cafe 
where the accufed could be found guilty of no {pecified crime. 
Seventhly, Revifals, as I have juft now hinted, might chance 
to ftagger men accuftomed to civil and natural equity. 
La/fily, (for 1 bring it in the rear as moft confiderable) The 
{uppofed criminal might hereby become confident, that no- 
thing fhould be omitted which made for his caufe : nor, 
without due animadverfion, admitted againft him, which 
was not clearly proved. 

As to the difcourfe prefixed to this pamphlet, it contains 
animadverfions upon fome late abufes of the military power, 


with forme very ftrong things againft a ftanding army. j Ve 





ArT. xt. 4 Review of the Works of the Rovat 
Society of London; containing Animadverfions on fuch 
4 the Papers as deferve particular Obfervation. In eight 

arts, under the feveral Heads of Arts, Antiquities, Me- 
dicine, Miracles, Zoophites, Animals, Vegetables, and 
Minerals. By John Hill, 7. D. &c. 4to. Printed for 
R. Griffiths, at the Dunciad in St. Paul’s Church-yard. 
Price 7s. 6d. in boards. 


W HAT mighty things may not the world expect 
from a man who fets out with telling us, that he 


pretends to nothing but to know more than the whole royal 
foiety ? It is fo natural to afk here, 
Quid dignum tanto feret hic promiffor hiatu ? 

That we cannot proceed to a particular view of the doétor’s 
performance, till we have fatisfied our readers in this’ re~ 
fpect. They are to know, then, that, through the whole 
of this work, the author aéts the petulantly humorous cri- 
tic, in order to turn the royal fociety and their writings into 
4 ridicule, 
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ridicule. He is particularly bitter againft the prefident, 
and a few others; and takes an ill-natured pleafure. in treat- 
ing them with the utmoft contempt and {feverity, mot to 
fay, ill manners: of this his dedication and preface, « parti- 
cularly, with many paflages in the review itfelf, are in- 
ftances. In fhort, according to the doétor, the royal fo- 
ciety confifts chiefly of a fet of old women, whofe writings 
are nothing but a colleétion of ftories, proper only to enter- 
tain fuch philofophers. 

That doétor Hil/'s merit, as a naturalift, deferves ap- 
plaufe, we readily allow ; alfo that he has pointed out feve- 
ral miftaken notions, and narrations, filly enough, in the 
philofophical tranfa@ions. But tho’ the manner in which 
he has treated the authors of fuch papers may, yet the -re- 
fiections thrown upon the fociety in general, certainly can- 
not, be juftified. Io argue, as he does, that becaufe fome 
unphilofophical’ papers are to be found among the foeiety’s 
writings, therefore the whole muft be one mafs of abfurdi-- 
ty, is altogether unfair; no work whatever being able to 
ftand before fuch partial criticifm. Indeed, with regard to 
the members of the fociety, the doctor allows a diftinction, 
confeffing that there are men among them great in every 
fenfe of which the word is capable ; and it had been no lefs 
agreeable to truth, had he made the fame concefhon in sre- 
{pect to their writings. But as he wanted candour to ac- 
knowledge this laft truth, fo the former feems only to be a 
forced compliment ; for through the whole of his book, he 
fpeaks of the fociety in general terms, and thofe the moft 
contemptible he could pitch upon. 

This in juftice we could not help obferving ; though, at 
the fame, the like candour obliges us to give it as our opi- 
nion, that the doctor’s review of the works of the rayal fo- 
ciety, will be attended with confiderable advantages to the 
publick. In the firft place, it will ferve to make the fo- 
ciety itfelf more cautious what kind of papers they admit 
into their future publications ; another advantage is, to. put 
the world upon their guard, not to look upon every thing 
as fterling that bears the ftamp even of the greateft names 
in the republic of letters.; and laftly, the advantage of hav- 
ing feveral particulars relating to natural hiftory cleared up, 
and the credulity of mankind, in believing unnatural ac- 
counts of them, expofed. 

As it is impoffible for us to follow the doétor through the 
whole of ‘his book, we fhall content ourfelves with laying 

before our readers fuch paflages, asfeem beft adapted to give 
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a jaft idea of the whole. Under the head of arts, is the 
following one, mentioned in the third number of the philo- 

ical tranfaétions, viz. 4 way to kell rattle-/nakes, by 
firft fecuring them, and then holding wild penny-royal to 
their nofe. Here the doGor is very merry, and no lefs 
liberal of his compliments to the author of this invention, 
captain Silas Taylor, and his patrons the royal foctety, He 
declares it to be his opinion, that the captain deferves, at 
leaft, an equal fhare of reputation with that venerable an- 
tient, whoever he was, that invented the famous practice of 
catching fparrows, by laying falt upon their tails ; or with 
a countryman of our own, the ever to be remembered in- 
ventor of the powder to kill fleas, who advifed his cuftom- 
ers to hold the flea conveniently between the thumb and 
finger of the left hand, while, with the right, they applied 
a very {mall quantity of the powder to the end of its trunk; 
after which, if the fame flea could be proved ever to have 


bit the perfon again, he was to have another paper of the 


powder for nothing. But, unluckily for the inventor of 
this method, the firft old woman he fold a paper to, afked 
him, whether, when fhe had got the flea, if fhe fhould crack 
it under her nail, it would not do as well? The poor fel- 
low could not but anfwer, that that way would do too; and 
was fo thunder-flruck ‘with the objection, that he never fold 
another. How unhappy was it for him, fays the doctor, 
that he did not apply himfelf to the rayal fociety / 

In the fame merry ftrain, our author concludes this chap- 
ter with recommending the captain’s method to unfortu- 
nate lovers, who are not beloved again. An eminent au- 
thor had prefcribed to them, as a fure remedy, the dens 
caninus of the right fide of the upper jaw of a crocodile, 
which was to be applied to the left fide of the cruel fair 
one ; but in order to have’the defired effect, it ought to be 
taken out while the creature is alive. This, fays the doétor, 
has hitherto feemed, to the amorous world, a fort of ro- 
mantic expedition, fomething of kin to that called, aking 
@ ‘bear by the tooth; and many a haplefs lover has hanged 
‘himfelf: tor want of courage to undertake fo defperate a 
means of relief: but fee the misfortune of not being ac- 
quainted with the philofophical tranfaétions ! here is an ‘evi- 
dent remedy againft all fuch obje€tions, Crocodiles are of 
the mature of ferpents, and we will venture to aflure the 
‘world, that penny-royal will as foon kill one of them as 
the other; here needs no more, therefore, to be cured. of 
an unhappy love-fit, to command a proper return from ~ 
crue 
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crucl maid, than to pick up fome of this penny-royal, find 
out the place where crocodiles refort, nail one of them by 
the tail to fome ftout tree, and in that fituation to apply 
the penny-royal to his nofe, till he be too faint to hurt any 
body ; in which condition it will be eafy to take out the 
tooth required, while he is yet alive. 

We have confulted the original, to fee if the doétor had 
fairly reprefented the art, as he calls it ; and we find, that 
he has been guilty of partiality in narrating the experi- 
ment. Had he told the occafion of making it, the whole 
ridicule would have been loft. Serpents are found to avoid 
every place where wild penny-royal grows ; an obfervation 
this, which not only juftifies the captain in making the 
above experiment, but which might be improved to fome 
valuable purpofe. Inftead of employing it againft the doc- 
tor’s crocodiles, might it not be advantageoufly ufed in 
keeping gardens, and other places, free of fuch noxious ani- 
mals as ferpents really are ? 

Another art, which is the feventeenth in order, we look 
upon to be an exception to the reft, otherwife we fhould 
have thought the above a fufficient fpecimen : all the other 
énes are of much the fame importance ; and the doétor, 
follicitous to mifs no opportunity of doing juftice to the 
royal fociety, takes equal pains in beftowing proper com- 
pliments upon their authors. But this one, viz. Inffrudfi- 
ons for preferving fpecimens of plants for a hortus ficcus, 
feems evidently introduced for no other reafon, but to af- 
ford the doctor an opportunity of publifhing his own me- 
thod of doing it, which he thinks infinitely preferable to 
that delivered by Sir Robert Southwell, in the two hun- 
dred and thirty feventh number of the philofophical tranf- 
actions. | 

As the do€tor’s book may not fall into the hands of ma- 
ny of our readers, the curious among them will, no doubt, 
thank us for the following account of both thefe methods ; 
for, as the doctor well obferves, the value of a hortus ficcus 
is very evident, a thoufand minutia being preferved in the 
well-dried fpecimen of a plant, which the moft accurate 
engraver would have omitted. We fhall firft give Sir Ro- 
bert’s method, with the doctor’s objections ; and then con- 
clude this general head of arts, with that of the doétor. 

The plants, according to the former gentleman, are to 
be laid flat between papers, and then put between ‘two 
fmooth plates of iron, fcrewed together at the corners, and 
in this condition committed to a baker’s oven for two 
hours : 
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hours : when taken out, they are to be. rubbed over with a 
mixture of equal parts of aqua-fortis and. brandy ; and.after 
this, to be faftened.down on paper, with a folution of the 
quantity of a walnut of gum tragacanth in a pint of water. 

_To this the doétor objects, that the heat of an oven is 
much too uncertain to be employ’d in:fo nice an operation; 
and that the fpace of time ordered for the continuing the 
plants in it, is of no information, unlefs the degree of heat, 
and. even the different nature of the plant, as to its more 
or.lefs fucculency, and the firmnefs or tendernefs of its 
fibres, be attended to, There are fcarce any two plants 
perfectly alike in. thofe particulars, and confequently the 
heat, and duration of heat, that is enough for one plant in 
a parcel, would deftroy another., But, .befides this,.-he 
objects farther, that the acid is unneceflary, that it de- 
ftroys the colour of many plants, never recovers that of 
others loft in the drying, and frequently, after the plant is 
fixed down, rots both the paper it is fixed to, and that 
which falls over it. 

As.to the do€tor’s: own method, it is as follows: take 
off a f{pecimen of a plant in flower, and with it one of its 
bottom leaves, if it have any ; bruife the ftalk, if too ri- 
gid ; flit it, if too thick ; fpread out the leaves and flowers 
on paper; cover.the whole with more paper, and lay a 
weight over all: at the end of eighteen hours, take out the 
plants, now perfectly flatted; lay them on a bed of dry 
common fand ; fift over them more dry fand, to the depth 
of two inches, and thus let them lie about three weeks ; 
the lefs fucculent dry much fooner, but they get no harm 
afterwards. If the floor of a garret be covered, in: fpring, 
with fand two inches deep, leaving fpace for walking to 
the feveral parts, it will receive the colle&tion of a whole 
fummer, the covering of fand being fifted over every par- 
cel as laid in. ‘They need no farther care, from the time 
of laying them till they are taken up to be ftuck on. paper. 
The cement ufed by the doétor, for this purpofe, is thus 
prepared: Early in the fpring, put two ounces of camphire 
into three quarts of water in a large bottle ; fhake it from 
time to time, and when the firft colleéted plants are ready 
for the faftening down, put into a pint of the water, poured 
off into an earthern veffel that will bear the fire, two ounces 
of common glue, fuch as ufed by the carpenters, and the 
fame quantity of ichthyocolla beat to fhreds ; let them 
fiand fix and thirty hours, then gently boil the whole a few 
moments, and ftrain it off through a coarfe cloth: This is 
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to be warmed over a gentle heat when it is to be ufed, ‘and 
the back of the plants {meered over with it with a painter’s 
brufh; after this lay them on paper, and gently prefs them 
for afew minutes, ‘then expofe them to the air a little, and 
finally Jay them under a fmall weight between quires of pa- 
per, to be perfeétiy dried. eel 
« It is fearce to be conceived, how ftrongly the water be- 
comes impregnated with the camphire, by this fimple pro- 
eefs :: a part of it, indeed, flies off in the heating the liquor, 
both in the makingthe cement, and in the ufing it; but 
enough remains with the plant to prevent the breeding of 
infects in it. He farther obferves, that plants may be dried 
very well, without fand, by only putting them frequently 
into frefh quires of paper, or a few, by only prefiing them 
between the leaves of a’book ; but the fand method pre- 
ferves the colour beft, and is done with leaft trouble. Ano- 
ther method, much better than that of the oven, is the 
flatting and drying the plant, by paffing a common fmooth- 
ing-iron, fuch as women iron their clothes with, over the 
papers between which it is laid: ‘but for nice things, the 
moft perfect of all methods is, that by a common fand-heat, 
fuch as is ufed for chemical-purpofes ; the cold fand is to be 
fpread fmooth on this occafion, the plant laid on it carefully 
flatted, and a thick bed of fand fifted over: the fire is then 
to be made, and the whole procefs carefully watched, till, 
by avery gentleheat, ‘the plant is perfectly dried. Thecolour 
of the tendereft herb may be preferved in this manner ; and 
flowers that will be-preferved no way elfe, may be managed 
perfectly well thus. 

Prefixed to the doétor’s account of the antiquities men- 
tioned in the philofophical tranfaGtions, is a general obfer- 
vation, that the members.of the royal fociety would, per- 
haps, have been larger‘on this head, if they had intended to 
have fet themfelves up as rivals to a certain other fociety : 
(that of antiquaries he means) an event, which, perhaps, 
nothing could have ‘fruftrated, but the judicious contrivance 
of making the fame people members of both. The firft 
fubje&t of the doctor’s laughter, is, an account of an antedi- 
luvian knife, commemorated in ‘the two hundred and feven- 
ty-fifth number ofthe tranfactions. It was judged to be of 
fuch an ancient date, only becaufe fome roman ‘tools, and 
feveral coins of the emperor Ve/pafian, were found in the 
fame place. 

Proofs that the city of Norwich was once a fea-port, af- 
ford the- doctor another fubject of merriment, «under this 
head, 
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head. He tells us, that it is not without el ened 
the days: of Mr: Arderon; been called the city: ¢ 

pos re if Saat that great colleGion of miracles, 
the tranfactions of the royal fociety,: publithed. fince: the 
time when the fage Mr.*:Arderon, sunder. the patronage of the 
equally fage Mr. Baker, became’ a correfpondent of that 
body 3. we fhall find ‘more than ‘ten times as many  ftrange 
and wonderful events dated from this city, as from any 
city in. the world. “As to Mr. Arderon’s proofs, that’ the 
city of Norwich was:oncea fea-port, they as ftrongly prove, 
thatthe higheft mountains and moft diftant places of the 
earth were once fo by fea-fhells being’ found there. ‘Fhe 
truth is; thefe marine remains found he where clearly 
fhew, that the whole globe of the earth: maft certainly have 
been once covered with the-fea: but, fays the doétor, -we 
are apt to fufpect, that this happened>fome time before Nor- 
with was built.2o:: 16 bib t999 phi 

Though the do&tor makes himfelf exceedingly merry, in 
commenting upon feveral medical cafes,. delivered in the 
philofophical tranfaétions, we do not however think them 
of fuch importance, as to afford any of them a place here. 
We fhall therefore proceed to the head of miracles. Here 
the doctor, according to his ufual cuftom, prefixes a general 
obfervation, informing us, that it feems to be a fettled ‘opi- 
nion of the illuftrious body whofe works we are comment: 
ing on, that nothing can do a philofophical fociety greater 
honour than a belief in impoffibilities. ‘This appears by the 
number of the many doctrines received: inthe infancy of thé 
fociety, and retained with due reverence:to its prefent pe- 


riod. Multitudes of the papers animadverted upon ‘in the: 


preceeding and fubfequent fheets of this work, have as indif- 
os a right toa place in this part as in thofe where the 
nd. 

Demons being found in lead-mines, isthe firft miracle 
the doctor takes notice of. Here he folemnly declares, that 
for his part, he isas fully convinced of their‘ exiftence, from 
the proof delivered in the thirty-ninth number of the tranf- 
actions, as he is, or ever fhall be, ofany that he has no othet 
proof of, than the affertion and teftimony of the royal fo- 
ciety. ° . 

Notwithftanding of all this, it will be no difficult matter 
to.prove the doctor as arrant an infidel with regard to the 
the miracles narrated in the philofophical tranfaCtions, as the 
Turks are of thofe recorded in the gofpel. To do this, we 
need:only produce ‘his own words, in his commentary on 
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the account of a ball of fulphur generated in the air, to be 
found in the four hundred and fifty-firft number. -He there 
‘tells us, that miraculous occurrences are very frequentun: 
the memoirs of the royal fociety of London; they fet out’ 
with a love of them, and they continue.init. The hiftary 
of geefe growing in fhell fifh, was one of their very. early 
difcoveries ; and this of a mafs of folid fulphur, flamed, or 
to.ufe the very focietarian phrafe, generated in the air, is one 
of their lateft. » It is a fort of ill-natut’d office to lead peo- 
ple. out of errors that pleafe them; but is is a thing that 
thofe, who with fo well to the royal fociety as we do, can- 
not difpenfe with, tho’ fenfible that it may be attended with 
a little uneafinefs, We are not yet convinced, continues the 
doétor; by: all that-+has been faid in favour of folid bodies. fal- 
ling from ‘the clouds, that any thing folid, excepting only 
fuch as may be formed-out of an aqueous fluid by the mere 
effect of cold, ever did, or ever can fall thence; not but that 
we haveread in the tranfaétions and elfewhere, of fhowers of 
wheat, of pebble ftones, of frogs, and of whitings, and very 
lately of one of ivy feed; but till we be informed in what 
manner thefe feveral bodies can be formed out of water by 
freezing, we chufe to fufpend our belief of the faéts, how- 
ever well attefted. 

After fuch a bold declaration of his infidelity, it is eafy .to 
guefs in what manner he treats the account of the ball of 
fulphur generated in the air; we fhall therefore pro- 
ceed to give our readers an account of his. fifth part, 
which is taken up in commenting upon thofe wonderful 
a of nature, called Zoophytes, or animal vegetables. 

«He fets out with the moft immoderate ufe.of his fatyrical 
whip, lafhing without mercy Dr. Ailes and Mr. Henry 
Baker, who had miftaken the feed of the bidens for an odd 
acquatic animal, as tney call it in the four hundred and 
fixty-ninth number of the philofophical tranfaétions. He is 
no lefs fevere upon the author of the vegetable nature of oifters 
and mufcles. ‘This very philofophic writerinforms his friend, 
that he had obferved fomething of an extraordinary nature in 
the mufcle, namely, that it has roots of the fibrous kind which 
{trike deep into the earth, and that it therefore /eems to be of 
a vegetable nature; as he thinks it highly probable that the 
animal draws part of its nourifhment thro’ them. * 

He argues, that they doubly do the office of roots; ferv- 
ing at once to convey nourifhment to the fifh, and to fix 
and fecure it againft the motion of the water. The laft of 
thefe ufes, fays the dogtor, the world will certainly allow 
him; and his proof of the firft, which would otherwife 
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have feemed fomewhat doubtful, is very rightly calculated 
to have the effec it was intended for, that is, to convince 
the royal fociety of the truth of the propofition: he argues, 
that they muft be deftined to convey nourishment tothe 
creature, becaufe they are difperfed at their oppofite ends thro’. 
the whole body of the mufcle. Other people perhaps would 
have thought, that if intended for the conveying of nourifh- 
ment to the animal, they would not have terminated in dif- 
ferent parts of its body, but all have gone to the ftomach:; 
but.the fociety has judged it otherwife ; they have received 
and countenanced his paper, and doubtlefs will put F. R.S. 
as wellas M. D. to the name of its author, who does not 
know what the beard ofa mu/cle is. 

All the mufcle kind, the doctor obferves, from the pinna 
marina down to the fmalleft fpecies, protrude this filamen- 
tous fubftance, which is truly of no other ufe to any of them, 
but for the fixing themfelves by, and moving at pleafure. 

- The animal flower, defcribed by Dr. Hughes in the 
four hundred and feventy-firft number of the tranfactions, 
furnifhes our author with another fubject of. merriment ; 
but of this plant we haye already taken notice in our account 
of Dr. Hughes’s hiftory of Barbadoes.  «,, 

Dr. Ail?s fixth. part treats of animals, and is fubdivided 
into fix books; in the firft of which, we have an account 
of a mer-man, taken. from the hundred and twenty-fixth 
number of the tranfa&tions. Here the doétor ftill holds faft 
bis incredulity ; he tells us, that the love of telling flrange 
ftories has exifted in all ages, which has given occafion to 
many accounts of mer-maids, if not of mer-men. , Thomas 
Bartholin has defcribed one under the name of a fren; 
Barewitz another, which he {wears he faw himfelf, under 
that of a fea-man; and twenty other people not worth 
naming, have told us twenty other falfities, not worth com- 
memorating, about it. He concludes with telling us, that 
it appeared foon after the publication of the above tranfac- 
tion, that the creature taken fora mer-man, Was no other 
than an /ndian of Virginea diverting himfelf with fwimming 
in the river Rapahannock. After this follows an account of 
the Indian priefts making rain, which being evidently mif- 
placed, the doctor will no doubt, in the fecond edition of 
his book, range it under the head of miracles. 

The account of an hermaphrodite, delivered in the thirty- 
fecond number of the philofophical tranfa@tions, affords the 
doctor an occafion to laugh at the credulity of all who be- 
lieve there ever exifted any fuch thing, In his opinion, 
they 
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they are all women, who, by lafcivious praétices, have 
caufed the clitoris to grow longer than it would naturally 
have done. 7 
We pafs over a multitude of ftories relating to animals; 
as partaking fo much of the marvellous, that we don’t 
wonder the doétor fhould turn them into ridicule, but that 
he fhould have patience to write about them at all. On 
many occafions indeed, after fufficiently. rallying the blun- 
ders in the philofophical tranfaCtions, he adds a true account 
of the fubjeét he is treating of: as an’ inftance of this, 
takesthe following defcription of the kermes and cochinea 
infects. : é: 
The kermes is an infe&t of the nature of thofe which 
we frequently meet with on our fruit trees, in form of little 
crufts or fcabs, and which our gardeners have called the green 
houfe bog. Reaumur, the only author that has entered 
thoroughly into their hiftory, calls them, from their great 
refemblance to galls, and other vegetable excrefcences, gall- 
infeé?s : they are of the number of thofe, the male of which 
has wings and the female not. The male is never regarded, 
nor appears to belong to the family; he flies about at ‘his 
pleafure, and is as often feen about other trees as the-fhrub 
he was produced on. The female, on thecontrary, remains 
for a great part of her life fixed to the place where the is 
firft feen, aad has very little the appearance of an animal. 
The part of their life which they {pend in this fixed ftate, 
is that in which they are moft the objeét of our obfervation; 
that in which they grow moft and produce their young : 
in all which time, they appear a very portion of the branch 
they adhere to; and what is moft fingular, is, that the larger 
they grow, the lefs they look like animals ; and while they 
are employed in laying thoufands of eggs, one would take 
them for nothing but mere galls. Such are the gall-infe&s 
in general ; there are a great variety of them. | The parti- 
cular fpecies called kermes, is of a roundifh form, or more 
determinately fpeaking, it is of the figue of a fphere, from 
which a fmall fegment has been cut in ene part; it is by 
this part it adheres to the tree from which it draws its nou- 
rifhment. Such is the figure of the female: when full 
grown, fhe much refembles a kind of purfe or bag, formed 
of a tough and ftrong membrane, of a bluifh black, 
like that of aripe plumb, and in the fame manner covered 
with a fine grey powder. This is the natural colour of the 
hermes ; what we fee of it is, indeed, ufually of a reddith 
brown colour, but this is owing to its having been- wetted 
with 
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with vinegar in the curing. It is in this ftate that the crea- 
ture depolites itseggs; thefe are round, of the bignefs of a 
{mall pin’s head, and of a fcarlet colour, eafily crufhed, and 
full of a fine rich juice, in which the virtue of the drug con- 
fifts. As the creature begins to lay thefe, fhe provides for 
their fafety. She does not leave them expofed on the bark 
of the tree, but draws them under her own belly ; the fkin 
of her belly is preffed upwards by them, as they are laid in 
greater and greater numbers ; and, in fine, when they are 
all laid, is every way fqueezed clofe to the back. ‘The crea~ 
ture has now done her office, and dies ; her body, however, 
remains fixed to the place where it was, and forms a kind of 
hollow fhell, under which the eggs are preferved fafe from 
all injuries, till the time of their hatching. It is in this ftate 
that the dermes are gathered for medical ufes, but if left on 
the fhrub, the eggs foon after hatch, and produce a multi- 
tude of young ones, fome of which are deftined to no far- 
ther change but that of their encreafed bignes ; ; but others, 
after they have pafled the proper time of reft in the chryfalis 
ftate, become flies, and aol the males which afterwards im- 
pregnate their fifter females of the fame brood. The young 
kermes are extremely fmali, and fcarce diftinguifhable on 
the branches without the heip of glafies; they are very nim- 
ble at this time, and continue fo from the month of ‘Fune, 
in which they are hatched, till the month of AZarch in the 
following fpring ; they acquire very little bignefs in the fum- 
mer and enfuing cold feafon, and are not regarded till the 
time of their fixing themfelves, which is in the beginning 
of March. When once fixed, they foon begin to grow large : ; 
they are quickly of the bignefs of a millet feed, of a fearlet co- 
lour, with fome little tufts of a white cottony matter on their 
backs, and a downy bed of the fame under their bellies. 
At this time the males may be obferved always hopping and 
flying about them : they are extremely {mall, have only. two 
wings, and are of a dusky greyifh colour, witha caft of red 
in it; their antennz are very flender, and they have two 
hairs or filaments growing from the hinder part of the body, 
and between thefe are placed their organs of generation, In 
form of a very {mall oblong body bending downwards. A 
careful obferver may, ata proper feafon, find many oppor- 
tunities of feeing thefe males impregnate the females or 
common kermes. After this the females begin to grow 
larger, and particular rly to fwell and become more convex. 
In the month of April, they are found nearly cf their full fize, 
but containing only a clear red liquor like blood ; and in 
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three weeks or a month after this, they will have laid their 
eggs, and become ina condition tobe gathered forufe. The 
life of the female is of about a year, that of the male is lefs ; 
for as foon as he has done his office, and impregnated the 
female, he dies. Such is the genuine hiftory of this crea- 
ture, fo long miftaken for a mere vegetable excrefcence. 

After criticizing with fufficient feverity the feveral ac- 
counts of cochineal delivered in the philofophical tranfa&i- 
ons, viz. that it. isa kind of fly, a beetle, and the very 
fame with our common cowlady, the doétor gives the fol- 
lowing hiftory of ir, from the celebrated naturalift Reaumur, 
an author who has been of fingular fervice to the doétor in 
the courfe of his animadverfions on the writings of the royal 
fociety. 

So near a refemblance does cochineal bear to kermes, that 
Reaumur, who called this laft by the name of gall-infeé?s, 
has given the former that of progall-infects. They pafs a 
great part of their lives as the gall-infeéts do, fixed to the 
fame fpot on the plant they feed on; but they have fo 
much more of the infect form about them, that they are 
not in danger of being miftaken, like them, for galls or 
vegetable excrefcences; the rings or circular wrinkles on 
their bodies, are fo far from being accidental, or the effect 
- drying, that they may be always feen in them in every 

ate, 

There are different f{pecies of progall-infe€ts, but that pe- 
culiar and valuable one, which we call cochineal, feeds only 
on the opuntia; which is a fingular plant, having no ftalk, 
but being compofed of flat and fucculent bodies, called 
leaves, growing upon and out of one another. Its fruit 
has fome refemblance to our figs, but wants their lofcious 
tafte: its juice isa fine red, and tinges the urine of people 
who eat of itin fucha manner, as to make it refemble pure 
blood. It is evident enough, that the high colour of the 
cochineal is Owing to this juice, and it would be an idle 
{cheme to attempt to procure animals of the fame ufe in 
dying from any other plant or tree whofe juices had no- 
thing of the colour. What we ufe of the infe&, as cochinea), 
is the whole animal, as in the kermes, and as in that, it is 
only the female that we ufe. The male of this fpecies, the 
doctor obferves, asin the kermes, and in all the gall-infects, 
and all the progall-infects, is a fly; but this will not excufe 
the errors of the royal fociety. This fly is not in general 
underftood to be cochineal, or to have any thing to do with 
cochineal ; it is not collected with it, or even if it were, is 
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it at all like what thofe authors defcribe, a beetle or cowlady. 
It isa very fmall fly of the two-winged tribe; it has no 
cafes of the wings, fuch as Lewenboeck defcribes, nor indeed 
any thing analogous to any part of either his, or any of the 
other’s defcriptions, nor was ever feen, or fo much as fuppofed 
to exift by any of them. 

The female animal, which we call cochineal, when full 
grown, is impregnated by copulation with the winged male 
as fhe remains fixed to the plant; after this the male dies, 
and from this time the female has the embryos encreafing in 
magnitude within her. Lewenhoeck was a little out in his 
egg ftory, the creature is viviparous; and indeed, without 
our having been particularly informed of this, any body 
but himfelf would have difcovered as much by what he faw: 
the bodies he defcribes being evidently not eggs, but embryos. 
The young ones they produce are partly fuch, as are to re- 
main during their whole lives in that form, only increafing 
in fize, which is the cafe in regard to the females ; partly 
fuch, as after a time are to pafs the proper ftate of chryfaliss 
and come forth the winged males, which are to impregnate 
the females for another gencration. ‘The young female - 
cochineals, like all the other gall and progal-infects, run 
about the plant for fome time, and afterwards fix themfelves 
on one fpot, from which they never remove; they do not 
erode the leaves, but only plunge a kind of trunk, they are 
furnifhed with at their head, deep into them, and by the 
means of it, fuck up the juices deftined for their nourifh- 
ment. ‘They are quick breeders, and furnifh feveral gather- 
ings ina year. Every female brings forth each time fome 
thoufands of young,the females of which foon arrive at a ftate 
of impregnation, and are fit for collecting for ufe. 

In the feventh part, which treats of vegetables, the Doc- 
tor goes on in his wonted merry ftrain: He takes up a 
whole chapter, and that not a fhort one, in rallying Mr. 
Henry Baker, for miftaking a part of the flower of the gra- 
men tremulum, or quaking grafs, for what he calls plantula 
Jeminalis; nor does he forget to pafs a juft encomium on 
Mr. Baker’s poetry. But reflraining our inclination to fa- 
tisfy the reader’s curiofity in this particular, we come to a 
fubject of more importance, viz. An account of a miraculous 
apple-tree, which fructified like other apple-trees, though 
it wanted all the organs of fructification ; of more impor- 
tance, we fay, not on account of the miraculous pirt of it, 
but the defcription the Doétor has given from Linnaus of 
the fructification of vegetables. This is effected by means 
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of a farina lodged in the apices, ferving as the male part ; 
which, when mature, is diflodged from them, and makes its 
way into the piftil, or female part, in which are lodged the 
rudiments of the feeds. In fome plants thefe male parts 
a'one are in fome flowers, and in others the female on- 
ly; in fome plants they are both in the fame flower. This 
is the cafe of the apple-tree ; it agrees with the pear and 
quince in its fructification, having five flili or female parts 
to receive the farina, and convey its influence to the ger- 
men of the fruit, which is placed under the cup of the 
flower; round about thefe female parts, it has twenty fta- 
mina, fupporting as many apices, containing each its fhare, 
and that not a fmall one, of this impregnating farina. 
This is the method by which nature has allotted the fructi- 
fication of the apple-tree to be carried on; thefe the organs 
fhe has furnifhed for that purpofe. He concludes with afk- 
ing, whether it be poffible for one who knows this fyflem 
of vegetable generation, to believe that fruits can be produ- 
ced, where not only the male parts, but even the very fe- 
male organs, the very embryos of fruit, never exifted ? 
Surely thofe tranfactions have very little title to the epithet 
philofophical, which can give place to fucha ftory, tho’ at- 
tefted by a thoufand witnefles. | 

Pafling what the Doétor farther advances concerning ve- 
getables, as affording him only an occafion of exercifing his 
rifible faculty, we come to his eight and laft part, which 
treats of mineral fubjes. Here the firft thing that attracts 
his regard, is the petrifactions of Lough-Neagh in Ireland. 
The feveral accounts of them, delivered in the philofophi- 
cal tranfaftions, draw a great many fine compliments from 
the Doctor; but, as on other occafions, fo on this, we 
chufe to entertain our readers with fomething more fubftan- 
tial than mere compliments, though fet off with all the 
variety and elegance of language. We fhall therefore on- 
ly take notice, that, rejecting all the accounts of fuch petrify- 
ing qualities, refiding either in the water of the lake, or 
in the land around it, he attributes the whole to the 
a a deluge ; with what juftice we do not pretend 
to fay. 

The following effay on the formation of pebbles, is, fays 
the Doctor, of the number of thofe truly focietarian dif- 
fertations, in which the author forgets the fubje&t he fet 
Out upon, and never fays a word more of it than what 
we meet with inthe title. It fands in the four hundred 
and eighty third number of the philofophical tranfa€tions. 
From 
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From what the author tells us is the bufinefs of his trea- 
tife, it would not be very unreafonable to expect fome- 
thing on the manner in which thefe common ftones have 
been conftrued ; but the ingenious Mr. Arderon does not 
feem to remember that he intended any fuch thing: 
He makes it his principal bufinefs to treat of the breaking 
of pebbles, inftead of the making them; and as to this, 
all that he tells us is, that they often are broken; we 
may inform ourfelves how they come fo, as well ‘as we can. 
What is it then, upon the whole, that this gentleman 
honours the fociety with a communication of ? Why, 
that there are broken pebbles found in gravel-pits, and 
that they were not created in that broken ftate: A moft 
amazing difcovery, and truly worthy its author and its 
hearers ! Would it not have been as well to have added, if 
not according to the promife in the title, how thefe bodies 
were formed, at leaft how it was that they were bro- 
ken? But as he has chofen to omit this, fays the Doétor, 
it may not be foreign to our intent in this work, to add 
here the origin of pebbles. 

A firft principle to be advanced toward the explaining of 
the formation of pebbles, is, that they are compofed of a 
matter once fuftained in a fluid. ‘This is fufficiently evin- 
ced by mere infpeétion, the regular difpofition of the coats 
they are compofed of, being fuch as could have its origin 
from nothing but the preflure of an ambient fluid, on 
every part equally. 

The matter of which pebbles are compofed is cryftal 
rendered opake by an admixture of earth, and coloured 
by the fame matter. ‘This debafed cryftal once 2oated in 
a fluid, and was of various colours and degrees of purity, 
according to the nature and quantity of the earthy matter 
in it: When from an evaporation of the fuperfluous humi- 
dity, or from fome other principle of equal force, the fuf- 
pended folid matter began to get together, and form vifible 
molleculz. Its firft concretions appear to have been into 
irregularly figured maffes of fmall fize, round which larger 
quantities of matter, of the fame, or nearly the fame kind, 
afterwards concreted ; and, finally, after the addition of a 
number of coats of this kind, the coarfer matter {till left 
in the ambient fluid, formed an external cruft or coat co- 
vering all the reft. 

Such has evidently been the origin of pebbles in gene- 
ral; but we meet with fome indeed, that are exceptions 
to it, fome that have no central nucleus, but are either of 


U2 one 

















294 The MONTHLY REVIEW, 


one fingle colour, or of feveral colours lefs regularly arrang- 
ed. Thefe have all been the effect of fingle concretions, all 
formed at once ; in the firft the component matter has been 
all one kind; in the latter, matter of feveral kinds has con- 
creted together, and has been blended juft as the motion of 
the fluid it was formed in difpofed it, 

We fhall conclude our account of the Do@or’s book, 
with the following hiftory of, ambergris. It is a foffile fub- 
ftance,of the inflammable kind, abitumen originally foft like 
honey, but hardening on being expofed to the air, and 
wafhed about by the waters. It oozes out of the earth that 
forms the bottom of the fea, in this foft ftate; and being 
naturally lighter than the water, it is no fooner got loofe 
from its prifon, than it afcends to the furface, where it be- 
comes harder ; and in time concretes into a dry, opake, and 
tolerably firm fubitance ; of a Jax, incoherent and irregular 
ftruéture and uneven furface; of an extremely fragrant 
{mell, foft and fatty like fuet to the touch, and of a pa- 
ler or darker colour, but always fomething between grey 
and black. Such is this fubftance, which at different times 
and by different authors, has been fuppofed to be an ex- 
crement of a particular kind of whale, an exfudation from 
the root of a tree, &c. ‘That ambergris has been found ia 
whales, there are too many accounts of the fact to leave 
room for the disbelieving ; but that it was ever found in the 
urinary bladder, or in a peculiar cyftis or bag, are accounts 
equally abfurd, and equally worthy the place in which 
they ftand; whatever has been found in them is certain- 
ly in the ftomach or inteftines. ‘The whale is a fith that 
feeds at random, frequently fcuming the furface of the wa- 
ter of whatever herbs it finds floating there, for a long 
way together. Among thefe it may fometimes take in 
{mall maffes of ambergris, which being indigeftible, if 
too large to get out by the common paflages, will be 
found in them. 

Upon the whole, it appears that the Doétor’s book is real- 
ly much mare than a mere table of errata. He not only ex- 
pofes the errors in the works of the royal fociety, which 
he does in a manner we have already cenfured; but on 
many occafions, gives a diflinft and rational account of the 
fubjects he is treating of : Such are, his defcriptions of an 


bortus ficcus, the kermes and ccchineal infec?s, the organs of 


pructification in vegetables, the Jarmation of pebbles, 8c. Uy 
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ArT.xL111. On faturday the fecond of February, 1751's 
was atted, for the firft time, at the theatre royal in Drury- 
lane, a new comedy, entitled, Git BLAs, now publifbed. 
Price 1s. 6d. Printed for Franklin. The author Mr. 
Muir, who had before given us a play called The Found- 
ling, and who wrote the Fables for the female fex. 


HIS comedy was acted nine nights ; a run it prin- 

cipally owed to the tendernefs of the town for even 
any endeavour to pleafe it, and to the perfeverance of thie 
manager. It is not by this infinuated, that the piece has 
not. fome, though not the fort of merit, proper to find fa- 
vour on a Britif/h, or indeed any other theatre. 

The ftory, as well as the name, is taken from one of the 
volumes of Gil Blas de Santillane; the author of which M.Le 
Sage, wrote likewife for the ftage, and probably would have 
made ufe of this ftory himfelf for a dramatic compofition, 
had he judged it a proper one, or the characters fit for the- 
atrical reprefentation. 

But it does not feem, at leaft according to the prejudices 
prevailing in this country, that the heroine of the play is 
quite a decent charaéter. A young lady of quality, and 
fafhion, left to her own conduét, in the abfence of a bro- 
ther in the army, falls in love, at firft fight, with a young 
fcholar, juft come to town from the univerfity ; informs 
herfelf of his character, which is that of a compleat rake ; 
undeterred however, for what cannot almighty love over- 
rule ? She puts herfelf and her maid in breeches, and fcam- 
pers after him to the univerfity, where, with the miniftry 
of Gil Blas, who gives his name to the play, in virtue of 
his faying a great deal, and doing very little, at leaft to the 
unravelment of the plot, fhe plays off feveral ftratagems, 
home-fpun enough too, towards getting herfelf this husband, 
How confiftent this courfing of a young fellow, may be 
with propriety, in Spain, where the fcene is laid, is not 
here enquir’d into; but it cannot be furely fo agreeable to the 
delicacy of the Engli/h ladies. Her character is indeed kept 
up, to the laft, as in the following extract, at the winding 


up. 


Dow Felix (to Don Lewis Pacheco.) And would you 
marry this wild thing ? 

D. L. With her own confent, ’tis my only wifh, 

D. F. What fays Aurora? 
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Aur. Onry that I Love him, Sir, and fhould 


break my heart, if he would not have me. 

D. L. My frank Aurora ! 

Aur. I am a very honeft mad cap, Sir, as you fee I 
LOVED you, and therefore PURSUED you. If I have flep’d 
a LITTLE out of my fex to make fure of you, let Love be my 
excufe. 






























Love excufes indeed, a great many irregularities ; but 
one may, without an over-feverity, pronounce, that a for- 
wardnefs of this confequence, may be more pardonable in a 
novel than on the ftage, where characters are given for 
examples. But this impropriety is the more glaring from 
the innuends in the epilogue, that it is in this play that de- 
cency is exclufively to be found; elfe why the following 
Jines ? 

Of beaux and politics, and fuch like fiuff, 
And even of tawdry tos, you've had enough 
Of all degrees, from courtier to the cit, 
Such ftale dull jokes have been fo often writ, 

That nothing can be new—but Decency and Wir. 

































Another inftance of decency. The fine gentleman of the 
play, the rake, or man of gallantry ; Don Lewis Pacheco 
too, and what is more, a Spaniard, is reprefented as drunk, 
to his miftrefs, a circumflance furely not much mitigated b 
his being fo with bumpers fwallowed to her health: but he 
is afterward introduced.on the flage reeling home; when 
will it be receivable to fay the following fpeech is put 
with much wut or decency into his mouth? ‘** The Devil's 
<¢ upon a frolick to-night, and the rafcal has kicked the 
<< fireets out of their places.” However, it is in this promif- 
ing pickle, that his future brother in law fees him for the 
firft time, and which cannot give him very favourable 
impreffions of his fifter’s tafle, or difcretion, So much for 
decency, 

In the fifth act, whilft Avrora ftill paffes for her bro- 
ther, Don Lewis, who takes her for an officer in the 
army, ftrikes her hat off, aiter fuch language, as wretch, 
fouffler, coward, and a treatment, which the audience’s 
privity to the miltake, does not fave from pain: Aurera, 
picks up her hat with great compofure; and though one 
would naturally fuppofe Don Leuis y:t more indifpofed to 
par'y with her, by the contempt fuper-added to the motives 
of his paffion, he ftays to hear her remonftrances, and 
which 
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which, infignificant, or miftimed as they evidently are ; 
he is of a fudden foftened into a confefiion of his being 
in the wrong ; and then Aurora of a fudden affumes an air 
of courage, and challenges fatisfaction for the blow with 
as ill a grace, and as little meaning, as fhe had before 
fhuffled it off. 

The character too of J/abella is not proper for comedy, 
which requires ridiculous, not bafe or wicked perfonages. . 
She is quite abandoned; too low, and too infamous, to 
produce on the ftage. The traniition too of her rage 
again{t Don Gabriel for his detection of her proftitution, to 
her feeming reconciliation with him, in favour of her re- 
venge, is forced znd unnatural. It is doing her too much 
honour to allow her jealoufy enough to require Don Lewis’s 
blood, juft after he has found her not only confefling the 
was whor’d by his fricnd, but the aggreflor in an intrigue 
with a footman. ‘This was one of the paflages the audi- 
ence groaned over, and in which the author could not 
complain of enemies, unlefs he gave that title to his natural 
judges. a 

Even the character of Gil Blas is greatly disfigured. Le 
Sage, who has fo finely painted human life, in the courfe 
of adventures which the fhift of fervices, and conditions he 
conducts Gii-blas through, fo naturally introduces, no where 
makes the moft abjeét cowardice a part of it. But in this 
comedy, he is painted as a pragmatical, flippant, faucy 
valet, thrufting in his word, often upon no occafion. Yet 
moft exceflively fearful, and afraid of his bones. As to his 
conceitednefs of his perfon, and his miftake of Aurora’s 
confidence, for love to himfelf, it is not only warranted by 
the original, but much improved from it, and the fcene of 
his undeception is wrote with a life, fpirit, and humour, 
which were admirably done juftice to, by Mr, Garrick’s 
action, 

Upon the whole, the author feems to have more mif- 
taken his /ubjec? than his genius for comedy. There are 
beauties which fparkle through it, fufficient to intercede 


for the impropiety of the whole, and to promife better 
fuccefs, on a better chofen argument. = 
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Beoks juf? publifhed abroad, 


FLORENCE. 

Pecimen Hiftoriz Literaria Florentine Szculi decimi 
tertii ac decimi quarti, five vite Dantis, Petrarche 
ac Bocacii a celeberrimo Tanotto Manetto feculo xv fecrip- 
tz, literarumque tam Graecarum quam Latinarum, jam 
tum refurgentium, incunabula exhibentes, quarum duz nunc 
in lucem prodeunt, recenfente Laurentio Mehus Etrufce 

Academiz Cortonenfis Socio. élavo. 8. 

Laurentii Medici vita 4 Nicolao Valerio fcripta, ex co- 
dice Medico-Laurentiano nunc primum latine in lucem 
eruta, cura & ftudio Laurentii Mehus. Odfave. 53 f. 

Maprip. Efpanna fagrada: Theatro geographico hi- 
ftorico de la iglefia de Efpanna, &c. Su auétor el P. M. Fr. 
Henrique Forez, Doétor Theologo, &c. 4 Vol. Quarto, 

Turin. CoJices manufcripti Bibliotheca regi Athe- 
naii T'aurinenfis per linguas digefti, Infertis parvis quibuf- 
dam opufculis hactenus ineditis, Recenfuerunt Joannes 
Paffinus, Regi a confiliis, Bibliothece prafes & moderator, 
Antonius Rivantella & Francifcus Betii, ejufdem Biblio- 
thece cuftodes. This work brings to light many valuable 
treafures. Folio. 5 Alph. Sis f. 

Hanover. Defcription des eaux minerales de Pyr- 
mont, &c. en Allemand, Edition augmentée, par M. Jean, 
Philippe Seip. F. R. S. Odtavo. p. p. 588. avec figures. 

LAusANNE. Grotius de jure belli & pacis, cum notis 
integris variorum, quatre grands Vol. Quarto. 

Brestavu. La vie & les actions de Frederic I. Roi de 
Pruffe, &c. tirée des monumens les plus autentiques, en parti- 
culier des Medailles, &c. par M. le Coofeillier Gutthern. 
4to. en Allemand. The hiffory of this glorious reign abounds 
no lefs with interefling events, than pompous ceremsnies. 

Beruin. ‘The Academy has publifhed the Volume of 
their Hiftory, which reaches to its Origine, and the Dif- 
fertation fur le Nitre, which won the Prize 1749; and 
fpeedily the learned World will be favoured with a Col- 
le&tion of Differtations fur les pragrés des armes Romaines en 
Allemagne. 

AMSTERDAM. The noble Work, of which Prof. Bur- 
man gave the firit Notice in 1739, is now compleated, it 
confifts of 6 Vol. Folio. Its full Title is, Georgit Everhardi 
Rumphiit Med. Doét. Hanavienfis, Mercatoris Senioris, & 
in Amboina Confulis, nomine Plinii Indici celebris, & 
membrt 

















For FEBRUARY, 1761. 299 


membri illuftris Societatia Academie Curioforum Germania 
Herbarium Amboinenfe, plurimas complectens arbores fru 
tices, herbas, plantas terreftres & aquaticas, que in Am- 
boina & adjacentibus reperiuntur infulis, accuratifime de- 
{criptas juxta eorum formas, cum diverfis denominationi- 
bus, cultura, ufu ac virtutibus. Quod & infuper exhibet 
varia infeétorum animaliumg; genera, pleraq; naturalibus 
eorum figuris depié&ta. Omnia magno labore ac ftudio 
multos per annos colleéta & duddecim confcripta libris, 
Nunc primum in lucem edita, inque latinum verfa fermo- 
nem, cura & ftudio Foannis Burmanni Med. Doé&. & in 
Horto Medico Amfteledamenfi Profefforis Botanici, qui 
varia adjecit fynonima, fuafq; illuftrationes. Sex partibus, 
Apud Meinardum Uytwerf 1759. 

Traité général du ftile, avec un traité particulier du ftile 
epiftolaire, Odfavo.. p. p- 379- 

Paris. Recueil de differens Traites de Phyfique & 
d’Hiftoire naturelle propres a perfectionner ces deux fciences, 
par Mr. Deflandes. Tome II. Od?avo. p. p. 302: 

Recherches fur la préceffion des Equinoxes, & fur la nu- 
tation de ]’Axe de la terre, dans le fyfteme Newtonien, par 
M. d’Mlembert, &c. Quarto. p.p. 184, 4 planches. 

- Ambaffades de Monfieur de la Boderie, en Angleterre 
fous le regne de Henri lV, &c. Ofavo, 3 tomes. 

Diétionaire Etymologique de Menage, augmenté de 
pres de la’moitie, & parfaitement beau, par Mr. Jault, Pro- 
feffeur au College Royal, 2 Vol. Folio, 

Ocuvres de M. de Crebillon, de l’Académie Francois. 4 
Paris, d’Imprimerie Royale. Quarto, 2 vols. 

The honour of being printed at the Louvre, which none 
of the French poets could ever obtain, is fuch an illuftrious 
proof of 17. de Crebillon’s great reputation as admits of no 
addition. ‘This great man, to whom the French ftage is 
indebted for a confiderable increafe of its reputation, and 
who has enriched it with beauties unknown to moft other 
theatres in the world, enjoys, in his old age, the moft fen- 
{ible pleafure to a man of genius, that of feeing his works 
appear in a very fplendid edition. Pofterity, fays our French 
writer, whofe idea of AZ. de Crebillon will agree with ours, 
will alfo fecond our admiration of a fovereign who forms 
his eftimate of men like a philofopher, and rewards them 
like a prince, 

Tablettes hiftoriques, genealogiques, & chronologiques ; 
contenant les terres du Royaume, erigées en titre de Mar- 
quifat, de Comté, de Vicomnté, & de Baronnie ; avec deux 
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Tables alphabetiques, l’une des Noms de Famille, Vautre des 
Noms des Terres. 

The title of this work is alone a fufficient recommenda- 
tion of its utility. A performance in which we meet with 
branches of knowledge neceflary in almoft all conditions, 
and which are topics of moft converfations, ought to be in 
every one’s hands. To fay that thefe tables have AZ. de le 
Nantigny for their author, is the fame as laying that they are 
exaét, curious, and methodical. 

Etrennes de ? Amour aux Dames, pour I’Année 1751, 
par ¥. F. Guichard.—— A trifle, but written in an eafy, 
decent, and agreeable manner. 

| Le Mechanique des Languages, & |’Art de les enfeigner, 
ar MM, Pluche.——One volume in twelves. 

M. Pluche, author of Spectacle de la nature, a work 
much efteemed by thofe who delight in natural hiftory, con- 
tinues his ufeful talent. ‘This book is at once a valuable af- 
femblage of grammar, criticifm, and entertainment. He 
begins with an inquiry into the very flow progrefs of youth 
in attaining the Jearned languages. He makes the caufe 
confpicuous, and in our opinion, lays down the true remedy, 
After giving inftru€tions for learning the Latin and Greek 
languages, the Abbé proceeds to form the tafte. To this 
end he recommends the fludy of the antients, and gives 
very judicious charaéters of their works and different talents, 
This author, warmed by an honeft zeal for literature, con- 
cludes$his work with a pretty fart inveCtive againft what 
he calls the modern ftile, from which we fhall tranflate the 
following paflage. 

‘© The inhabitants of the fouthern parts of France, fays 
our authar, are naturally full of fire, fo that their language 
is interrupted, and they fpeak by ftarts, following the im- 
petuous motions of their mind. A4ontagne was one of thofe; 
but, together with the vivacity common to his province, he 
is full of felf-fufficiency, and a temerity of judgment, which 
however difgraces none but himfelf. “Their way of ram- 
bling from one idea to another, and throwing out any 
thing to difplay their wit and fprightlinefs, does not greatly 
intrude upon the freedom of converfation, The polite 
world has been for fome time endeavouring to mimic them, 
and that humour prevails more now than ever. All com- 
pofitions, all harangues, are worked up in this new file, 

fo that excepting the pronunciation, one would be tempted to 
think that the French in general affe&t to be thought Ga- 
{coons. 
Even 
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Even they who know how to vary their ftile fuitably, 
and can, as occafions offer, exprefs themfelves gracefully 
in the grave, the jocofe, the nervous, the foft, the pathetic, 
and fublime, fall in with the torrent of cuftom, and exprefs 
all things and fentiments in the fame flile. After compofing 
firft from their own genius, with purity of diction and 
connection of thought, they afterwards with the utmoft care 
difunite the compofition and divide it into {mall parts: ina 
word, reduce it to the Ga/coon flandard. For otherwife 
they would be thought heavy, and utterly difqualified to 
| fhew their facesamong the wits. “‘Tyhis makes them focare~ 
ful, that all which comes from them fhould be nie, fallies, 
and flights. Obferve them a while, they are in a perpetual 
enthufiafm, fpeaking by halves, precipitately running on 
from one znigma to another as broken and confufed. : 
They endeavour to become orators by monofyllables, He 
who exprefles himfelf in this manner is a divine genius, 
He who gueffes the meaning of their volatility, and returns 
it with the fame fpirit, is allowed to be his equal. Their 
tranfcendent flights awaken emulation in others, Oh, that 
I could but keep pace with them, or even follow them at a | 
\ diftance! Their admirers feeing them thus wantoninz in \a 
the exuberance of their wit, take their pens, and ftrive affi- 
duoufly to imitate them. ‘There muft not be the leaft con- 
nection in the ftile, but it muft be ftrongly marked with ra- 
pidity and negligence. They are the firft to admire the 
mnumerable prettinefles which this new kind of writing fur- 
nifhes. Whatever has been faid ofa reformation in ftudies, 
and the beft manner of conducting it, they never fail apply- 
ing it to their ftile, as if it were the afylum and ftandard ef 
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MONTHLY CATALOGUE, 
From December 24. to February 25. 


Containing Articles publifbed fince cur laft, but not mentioned 
in the foregoing Sheets. 





I, View of human nature ; or, fecret hiftories ; giv- | 5 

ing an account of perfons who have been moft e- if 
minently diftinguifhed by their virtues or vices, their per- | 
fections or defeéts, either of body or mind; or who have 
been, in any refpeét, remarkable inftances of divine provi- 
dence, 
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dence. The whole colleéted from the beft authors in vari- 
ous languages, with the addition of feveral curious particu- 
Jars never before publifhed ; and digefted under the follow- 
ing heads, among many others, vz. monftrous and preter- 
nal births; giantsand dwarfs; vaft ftrength of fome per- 
fons ; extraordinary longevity ; perfons who have return’d 
to life after they have been fuppos’d to be dead; ftrange 
difcoveries of murder; the ftrength of imagination ; great 
memory; loving hufbands and wives; indulgent parents, 
and dutiful children; gratitude and friendfhip; fingular 
chaftity ; uncommon patience and fortitude; pride and 
ambition; great eaters and drinkers; inftance of temper- 
ance and long abftinence ; great fleepers, and walkers in 
their fleep ; dreams, prefages, and predictions ; magicians, 
wizards, and witches; apparitions; perfons wonderfully 

referved from death ; horrid imprecations, and appeals to 
God, &c.&c. Printed for §. Birt. Small 8vo. Price 3s. 

*.* The above copy of the title-page of this book may 
fuffice to give our readers an idea of fuch a compilation, and 
to point out to them what clafs of readers it is defigned for. 

If. The art of compofing mufick by a method entirely 
new, fuited tothe meaneft capacity. 8vo. 6d. Lyon.—— 
This is intended as a fatire on a modern compofer of mufick, 
It is wrote in a ftrain of irony.——-But—, not the irony of 
Dean Swift! 

III. An hiftorical account of the difcovery of the ifland 
of Madeira, abridg’d from the Portuguefe original. To 
which is added an account of the prefent {tate of the ifland, 
in a letter toa friend. 8vo. 1s.6d, Printed for Payne 
and Bouquet. 

IV. Remarks on the Academic. Trye. 8vo. 6d. 

V. The vices of the cities of London and Weftminfter, 
traced from their original. Being an impartial detection 
of the true caufe and foucre of the prefent growth of immo- 
rality, and the prodigious number of thefts and robberies 
daily committed in the ftreets, &c. of this metropolis.—— 
With fome rational hints propofed for removing thofe evils, 
reftoring the morals of the people, and fecuring our perfons 
and properties againft the outrages of thefe villains. Corbet. 
Sve. Is. 

VI. Vistons, By a lady. 12m. Owen. This little 
tract is of the moral kind, and feems chiefly intended for 
the improvement of young perfons. 

VII. Charaéters: or reflections on the manners of the 
age. By Madam Depuifieux. Small 12mo. 1s. 6d. few’d. 
Meyer. 
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Meyer. This is atranflation from the French, and feems 
alfo to be calculated chiefly for young people: it confifts of 
moral aphorifms and maxims. Another piece of the fame 
kind was laft year publifhed by the fame author, under the 
name of Pompadour, entitled, Advice to ‘a female friend; 
which is printed in the fame fize, and at the fame price 
with thefe characters. , 

VIIL An hiftorical account of Guernfey, from its firft 
fettlement before the Norman conqueft, to the prefent time. 
To which are added, remarks on ‘Ferfey, and the other 
iflands belonging to the crown of Great Britain on the 
French coaft. The whole interfperfed with many new and 
interefting obfervations. By Thomas Dicy, Gent. New- 
bery. 12mo. 3s. Mr. Dicey feems to have executed this 
performance with much fpirit and honefty of intention. 
The expence of the impreffion has been moft liberally de- 
frayed by a fet of fubfcribers, of whom a numerous lift is 
printed. 

IX. Thales. A monody, facred to the memory of Dr. 
Pocock : in imitation of Spencer. From an authentic M.S. 
of Mr. Edmund Smith, formerly of Chri/t-church, Oxon. 
Newbery. 4to. 6d.——Any thing from the ingenious au- 
thor of the tragedy of Phedra and Hypolitus, muft have 
merit enough to render our further mention of this {mall 
pofthumous tract unneceflary. 

X. Poems on feveral occafions. By Robert Upton. 8wo: 
Price 1s. W. Reeve.——The reader may form fome judg- 
ment of thefe poems of Mr. Upton’s (whofe name we have 


-“not heard of before) from the few following lines. 


‘s Happy the man to whom kind heav’n, 
A few paternal fields has given ; 
Thereona ufeful flock to graze, 
To guard from want, and live at eafe : 
A cottage neatly kept and clean, 
And by it clofe a running ream.” 


XI. The hiftory of queen Zab ; or the court of Fairy. 
Being the flory upon which the entertainment of queen 
Mab, now exhibiting at Drury-lane, is founded. By Mi- 
chael Drayton, Efq; poet-laureat to “Zames I. and Charles I, 
Sve. Printed for Cooper, Price6d. N. B. A new edition 
of the whole works of this author (from whence this pam- 
phlet is extraéted) was lately publifhed in Folio, Price 11. ss. 
few’d. Sold by ‘Folliffe, Dedfley, and Reeve. 

XII. A 
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XII. A letter to the Rev. Mr. Cafileman, vicar of Souths 


Pemberton, Somerfet, on his turning anabaptift, with fome 
queries, fhewing the inconfiftency of rebaptization, with 
the other parts of his condu&t, and with the principles and 
practice of the church of England, of which he is profel- 
fedly amember. Price 2d. Waugh and King. 

XIII. The life and works of Sir Chriffopher Wren, late . 
furveyor-general of the royal buildings, prefident of the royal 
fociety, &c. Ec. Compiled by his fon Chriflopher, and 
publifh’d by his grand-fon Stephen Wren, Efq; Printed for 
ZT. Ofvorn, Dodfley, Harding, and Marfo. Folto, one vol. 
with twelve copper-plates, — See this work under the title of 
Parentalia, in our Review for May 1750. 

XIV. The eafe of the Englifs farmer and his landlord, 
in anfwer to Mr. Temple’s pretended refutation of one ofthe 
principal arguments in memoirs of wooll. By the author 
of thofe memoirs, 1. 

XV. A Northern circuit, defcribed: in a letter toa 
friend: a poetical eflay. To which is prefixed, an intro- 
ductory dialogue, between Bays and his Mufe. By a gen- 
tleman of the AZiddle-Temple. 8vo. 1s. . Payne and 
Bouquet. 

XVI. Plain truth on bot hfides. Being the Quaker’s advice 
to the man with the Dutch name, and his begging friends 
the independent electors of Wc/?minfer, occafion’d dy their 
late begeing advertifement. 8vo. 6d. Herring, in Fleet- 

reet, 

XVII. Pantheifticon: or the form of celebrating the 
Socratic fociety. Divided into three parts: which contain, 
1. The morals and axioms of the pantheifts. 2. Their 
deity and philofophy.. 3. Their liberty, and a law, nei- 
ther deceiving nor to be deceived. ‘Io which is prefix’d, 
a difcourfe upon the antient and modern focieties of the 
learned ; as alfo upon the infinite and eternal univerfe. And 
fubjoin’d, a fhort diflertation upon a two-fold philofophy 
of the pantheifts, that is to be follow’d ; » together with an 
idea of the beft and moft accomplifh’d man. Written ori- 
ginally in Latin, by Mr. ‘fohn Toland, and now for the firft 
time faithfully render’d into English, Paterfon. Svo, 1s. 6d. 

XIII. The morals ofa people the beft fecurity of a good 
government: or, the fupport of the Scots clergy infeparably 
connected with the Briti/h conftitution. By a Briti/ whig. 
6d. Cooper. 

XIX. A ftate of the proceedings of the convecation,. or 
parliament for the ftanneries of the county of Cornwall, held 
at 
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at Lefwithel, Auguft 27. 1750, and at Helfbone by proroga- 
tion the 20th of Od?ober following: and alfo, the point in 
difpute between the Lord Warren, and the houfe of Sian- 
nators, impartially ftated and fairly difcuffed. By a 
Cornifh man. 1s. 6d. Baldwin. 

XX. An hymn to the nymph at Briffol fpring. By Mr. 
W. Whitebead. to. 1s. 64. Dodfley. 

XXI. The theatrical manager; a dramatic fatire. 8vo, 
Price 1s. Lownds. The fatire of this wretched perform- 
ance is aim’d at Mr. Garrick, whofe merit as a player, and 
fortune as a manager, have rais’d him to a degree of emi- 
nence that hath frequently expofed him to the virulence of 
fcriblers; whofe impotent malice and miferable produétions 
are furely beneath the notice of the publick. 

XXII. The life of Owen Tidertc, prince of Wales, or 
otherwife Owen Tudor, who married Catharine princefs of 
France and widow of our king Henry V.  Firft wrote in 
French, and publifhed many years ago at Paris, and now 
tranflated into Englifh. 1zmo. 2s. Owen. This tranfla- 
tion is fuch as we can by no means commend any further 
than by this acknowledgment, that it is indeed worthy of 
the original, which in our opinion never deferv’d a tranf- 
lation at all. We have read-the book through, without 
meeting with any thing in it that feems likely to entertain 
any reader, As to facts, if there are any in this work, 
they have, however, the appearance of romance, and muft 
be fufpe&ted as fuch, for want of authority to fupport them, 
a circumftance which the author feems never once to have 
thought of. 

XXII. rHTPo-pa¥yQara:?: or, aphyfical rhapfody: 
4to. 1s. Robinfon.—---This poetical performance is of the 
fatyrical kind. ‘The author’s defign feems, firft, to con- 
vince us that the antient phyficians very well underftood 
the bufinefs of their profeffion; but that the prefent race, 
in our own nation at leaft, (with exception to a very few) 
are adepts only in drinking and fmoking, and talking, and 
writing nonfenfe; and in the fecond place, to ridicule feve- 
ral of our eminent phyficians, whom he points out by their 
names, with dafhes, as ufual, in the modern practice of libel- 
ling. 

XXIV. The modern fine lady. Small Folio, about go 
lines.” Price 6 d. Dodfley. ‘This is likewife a fatyrical 
poem, containing much more feverity and inveétive than 
judgment or poetry. 

Vou. IV. XXV. 
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XXV. Two hiftorical accounts of the making new 
foreft in Hampjhire, by king William the conqueror ; 


_and Richmond new park in Surry, by king Charles the 


firft. Containing, J], An enquiry into the origin of fo- 
refts, chaces, purlieus, warrens, and parks, and the cruel 
and unjuft laws that were firft made for the government of 
thofe places. Some account of the reigns of the kings, 
from William 1. to Edw. 1. fo far as relates to foreft laws 
and that of obtaining the two great charters. JI. The 


_ hiltory of the oppofition that was raifed apainft mak- 


ing the park, and the troubles that immediately . ¢n- 
fued. Extraéted from Lord Clarendon, and gther hifto- 
yians. An account of the privileges the fubjects enjoyed 
after the park was made, to the time of putting in exe- 
cution certain meafures for fhutting it up. Addrefled to 
the citizens of London. 8vo. 15. Cooper. 

XXVI. A furvey of the do€&rine and argument of St. 
Peter’s.epifties ; with a paraphraftical expofition of fo much 
of them as may ¢onduce to the explanation of the contro- 
verted text, 2 Epift. i. 19. From whence it appears, that 
the right rev. the lord bifhop of London’s interpretation is 
the true conttruction of this paflage, notwithftanding the 
obdjeQiions of the late Dr. A/iddleton, and of the rey. Mr. 
Afpten. With an appendix relating to the rev. Mr. Cooke’s 
Sermon. By John Whitaker, A. M. 15. Owen. 

XXVII. The polite companion: containing eflays on 
various fubjects, illuftrated with paflages from the moft ex- 
cellent poets, orators, philofophers, and hiftorians, 2 Vol. 
y2mo. 6s. Baldwin. 

This work is chiefly a colle¢tion of thoughts and defcrip- 


tions from Bruyere, Adontaigne, St. Evremonde, Lord Bacen, 


&c. and the moft confiderable of our Englifh poets, ar- 
yanged and clafled fomewhat in the manner of Byfhe’s art 
of poetry. 
~ XXVILIL A clear diftinétion between true and falfe reli- 
gion, tried and proved by an infallible teft of religious truth ; 
and by which the truth of eternal punifhment is afferted and 
proved, and the dodtrine of eternal torment confuted and 
condemned, as not barely atheiftical, but the blafphemoys 
doétrine of incarnate devils. Printed at Birmingham, and 
fold at London by Ff: Robinjon. 6d. 

XXIX. Freth intelligence from the fhades, or a new 
road to damnation, &c, 8ve, 6d. Printed for Fudas Ifa- 
riot, alias Mr. Withers. A mott idle and ridiculous per- 


formance. : 
3 XXXI. 
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XXX. The economy of female life. By a lady. 15. 6d. 
G. Smith. 

We feldom. fee any thing publifhed with fuccefs, that 
does not immediately raife a number of humble imitators, 
who never fail of giving the public a furfeit of whateyer - 
they turn their induftrious hands to. Thus the ceconomy 
of human life hath found work for the fecond-payt-maker, 
the appendix-maker, the imitator, the &c. &e, Ge. too 
many of which have already made their appearance ; and 
it is to feared, that even the ill fate they have all met with, 
will hardly prevent others from encreafing the catalogue. 
As to the ceconomy of female life, the author of which 
pretends to be a lady ; we have great reafon to look upon 
that circumftance as a falfhood, having too high an opi- 
rion of the fex, to think that any woman that could write 
at all, would ever write any thing fo dull, fo infipid. A 
female author is generally, at leaft, a wit; and fure to 
produce lively and fprightly, if not very folid things: wit- 
nefs the works of that very ingenious, though very unfor- 
tunate poeiefs, the late Mrs. PILKINGTON ; whofe me- 
moirs prove her to have been miftrefs of an uncommon 
genius. Mrs, Behn’s works are, to this day, admired for 
the mafculine wit they abound with ; and the famous apo- 
logy of Mrs, Phillips is no where to be matched, for the 
keenefs of its fatire, and the delicacy of the refleétions that. 
are interfperfed aJl through it. In fhort, ’tis needlefs to 
mention’ more inftances, to prove how well the ladies are 
qualified to fhine in the republic of letters, when their na- 
tural talents are cultivated : The difficulty, in truth, would 
be to find a bad, efpecially a dull book, written by a wo- 
man. Dullnefs is the peculiar mark of a male fcribbler ; 
and ’tis by this criterion that we judge the performance 
which is the fubjeét of this article: A performance too poor 
to have drawn fo many lines from us, had it not been for 
our regard to truth, and the pleafure of doing an act of 
juftice to that fex, which has follies and foibles enough of 
its own to anfwer for, without being wrongfully charged 
wi on things as only heavier heads than theirs are capa- 
ble of. 

XXXI. The hiftery of a woman of quality, or the advene 
tures of Lady Frail. By an impartial hands Vol. 12moe. 
35. Cooper and G. Woodfall. : 

Whether thefe memoirs have any foundation in fa&, we 
know not ; nor who is the perfon defigned to be under- 
ftgod under the name of Lady Frail. The public, ever 
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ready enough to be caught by fuch baits, have, on this oc- 
fion, agreed to mention the name of a lady, who is credi- 
bly reported to have given real memoirs of herfelf, to the 
author of a famous novel, entitled, ‘he adventures of Ro- 
derick Random, to be inferted and made public in a new 
work of * his. ‘Accordingly, this author has fignified by 
répeated advertifements, ‘* That no memoirs of that lady 
that may be obtruded upon the public, under any difguife 
whatever, are genuine, (but an impofition, &c.) except what 
ate comprized in his work.’’) And we are inclined to be- 
lieve him, not only from the regard due to his public de- 
claration, but from our own perfuafion, on a perufal of this 
hiftory : in which there are many things too monftrous to 
be believed, efpecially on the credit of a namelefs writer, 
whofe chief defign was, apparently, to make his advan- 
tage of the impatience of the public; and whofe hafty 
crude performance feems, in every page, to put the reader 
in mind of the great hurry its author was in, to come out 
firft. However, if the ftories he relates could be depended 
on, as faéts, his work would not be thought void of merit, 
in its way. ‘The author has a lively, rapid, fpirited man- 
ner, abounding with peculiar elegancies, and happy turns ; 
_ but, on the other hand, he miakes fo much hafte to get to 

the end of his work, (probably for a very obvious reafon) 
that his readers are thereby unhappily deprived of thofe moral 
inferences and obfervations which our firft-rate Engli/fh no- 
vels abound with, and which alone can make writings of 
any realufe. Another talent, too, feems neceflary to writ- 
érs of this clafs, which our author wants, as well as the 
folid ; and that is, humour. He has introduced no 4bra- 
ham Adams, no ParfonTrullibers, no Thwackums,Wefterns, 
or Straps ; fo that the reader who takes up this book with 
any expectation of finding in it that fund of laughter and 
merry entertainment, that the works of Fielding, and. the 
author of Roderick Random, afford, will find himfelf utterly 
difappointed, 

XXXII. A letter to Henry Fielding, Efq; occafioned by 
his ENQuIRY, See our laft p. 229. This piece is a {mall 
4to, Price 6d. Cooper. It is a mere title page job, anda 
fhameful impofition on the public: It contains but eleven 
very {mall pages, and might have been printed for 2 d, and 


* Which is now publifhed, in four pocket volumes, and of 
which an account will be given in our next. 
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even then it had been too dear, as it contains little, if any 
thing .worthy of notice. 

XXXIII. The Patriot difplayed : An oration, read before 
feveral of the laudable affociation of Anti-Gallicans. By 
Fames Barclay. Price 6d. Sheepey. 

XXXIV. An epiftle to the right hon. the lord mayor, al- 
dermen, and common-council of the city of London, and 
governors of the feveral hofpitals; with an appendix, con- 
taining the moft material extracts from the fermon, &cc. con- 
cerning the pernicious and exceffive ufe of {piritous liquors. 
By the right rev. Z/aac, lord-bifhop of Vorcefer. Printed 
by H. Woodfall. Price 6d. 

XXXV. The Scheme of Divine Providence, on which 
the chriftian religion is founded ; fet forth in an effay on the 
prophetick writings of the bible, Ru/fel and SheepyPart IL. 15. 

This work proféfles to fhew the vanity of expecting the 
erection of a tenth eleCtorate in the German empire ; as alfo 
the infatuation of thinking all things may go well, though 
France fhould get a more extenfive trade, and a more pow- 
erful navy than Great-Britain: And the author*thinks it 
deferves the greater regard, in that the method purfued 
therein frees him from the imputation of either enthufiafm, 
or fond conceit ; becaufe he only explains the emblems and 
figurative expreffions made ufe of in prophecy, by the inter- 
pretations given thereof by the prophets themfelves : A me- 
thod never practifed before, and a method which proves be- 
yond ail difpute, that the bible is the word of God ; that the 
Maforet copy thereof ufed by the church of England, is a true 
copy ; that the prefent tranflation hath ferved the ends of 
providence hitherto; and that the full completion of prophecy 
was never intended to take place till the laftage of the church 
of God. ) 

XXXVI. An Elegy wrote in a country church-yard. 
4to2% Dodfley. 6d. Seven pages. 

The excellence of this little piece amply compenfates 
for its want of quantity. 

XXXVII. A Letter from S———thire, [Staffordfire] to 
a gentleman in town; concerning a turbulent and fediti- 
ous faction which has lately infefted that part of the court- 
try. 8vo. Cuoper. Price 6d, 

XXXVI. The firft volume, of a general hiftory of the 
feveral nations of the world, from the firft governments that 
were erected after the flood, to the prefent time. With 
the genealogies of all the refpective fovereigns that have 
reigned. In achronological feries: From whence it will 
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appear, what princes have been cotemporaries in every age. 
By Mr. Salmon. Printed for D. Browne, F. Shuckbutgh, 
and W. Fchnfon. Price fewed in boards 5s.. The whole 
will be comprifed in four vols. 8vo. 

XX XIX. 4 Vovace to Shetland, the Orkneys, and the 
weftern Ifles of Scotland. Giving an atcount of the laws, 
cuftoms, antiquities, natural curiofities, fifberies, Se. of thafe 
placess particularly the herring fifberies, with the prefent riie- 
thod of catthing, curing, packing, Sc. The singular finct- 
rity, bonefly, and temperance of the inhabitants ; their reli- 
gious ceremonies, fuperftitions, charms, apparitions ; atid that 
amazing faculty of the fecond fight, fo frequent among them, 
by which future events are with certainty foretold, Corbet. 
1s. 6d. 8vo, 

All we fhall fay ofthis pamphlet is, that thofe who buy it up- 
on the recommendation of fuch ‘a fpecious title, will find 
themfclves difappointed. 

XL.. Vifions in Verfe, for the entertainment and 
inftruction of younger minds#8vo. 15. 6d. Dodfley. pages 
104. This pamphlet confifts of apologues, or moral fables, 
written in the meafure of Gay’s fables; and like them, each 
of thefe vifions are introduced with folemn refle@tions, which 
naturally lead to the ftory : They are very properly adapted 
(if not too folemn) for the clafs of readers the author defign’d 
them for, as mentioned in his title page. | 

XLI. A fmall Cotttcrion of Valuable Tra&s, 
relating to the herring fifbery ; comprehending ‘fobn Key- 
mer’s celebrated obfervations on the Durch fifheries, in 1601. 
The grand penftonary ‘Zohn DeWitt's fentiments on the fame 
fubjeét : and a difcourfe, fhewing the neceffity, and proving 
the practicability, of eftablifhing a Briti/h herring fifhery, by 
Sir Roger L’Efirange.'To which an introduétion is prefixed. 
Griffiths. 8vo. Price 15. 6d. 

XLII. The Scribleriad ; an heroic Poem. 4¢o. 
Book I. and II. Price 1s. each. Dodfley. ‘There are 

4 parts more to be added to this work, which will foon 
be publifhed, after which we fhall give an account of the 
whole. From the two parts that have already appeared, 
we. are not able to form any tolerable idea of the authot’s 
defign, which at prefent feems to be clouded with fome ob- 
fcurity. 

XLII. The Revolutions of Genoa, from the earlieft 
accounts to the conclufion of the peace in the year 1748. 
including .the various infurre€tions and difturbances in 
Corfica. Tranflated from the French, 3 vol. 12mo. 
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Griffiths, ° We fhall give an account of this work in our 
next. Mean tite the. seader is referred to the characte! 
of it, in the original French, in the review for March, 
1750. eS | irs » Pe 

Srv. A brief narrative of the late campaigns in 
Germany and Flanders. In a letter to a member of par- 
liament. 8vo, 1s. Lyon. ~a =F 

This pamphlet is written to convince us, , that the 
commencement of the war, was reafoning on Britifh 
principles, truly juft and commendable ; but that the con- 
dugt of it was fo big with blunders, fo loaded witli 
mifmanagement, that it could not but end as. it did, 11 
a peace, as neceflary as it was inglorious  Affertions of 
this fort, without faéts to fupport them, can’ have’ but. 
little weight or effet: The ipfe dixit, is no where more 
exploded than in political fubjeéts. This writer then, in 
guard againft this reproach, gives a fummaiy account .of 
our military operations, or rather, according to him, of 
our non-operations on the continent. Supine inaétion, o£ 
crude temerity, cautious incampments, or improvident 
marches : A command trufted to one unequal head, or as. 
ruinoufly divided between.two, are all circumftances which 
he fuccinétly fets down the particulars of, as one well ac- 
quainted with them, and who feems, from their notoriety, 
not to be in much pain for their being authentically contra- 
diGed, It is to be wifhed, however, that whatever trutli ’ 
there may be in what he advances, he had foftened thofe 
perfonalities, which give his narrative an air of party-fpleen, 
that truth is more hurt than benefited by. He concludes 
With a pre-monition againft being governed by the confe- 
quences of Britain’s aft interpofition on the continent, 
“©: Nor let us,” fays he, ‘* becaufe one war has been car- 
‘* ried on with as little conduct as economy, determine 
*¢ never to engage in another, though the prefervation of 
“¢ the Liberties of Europe, (with which thofe of England 
$¢ are intimately conneéted) fhould require it.” 

XLV. Some obfervations upon a bill for a general 
naturalization ; addrefled to thofe of all denominations who 
act upon whig principles. Folio. Two fheets. Six pence. 
Cooper. ro ba he | 

.. [his is a moft excellent pamphlet, containing many un- 
anfwerable arguments in favour of a bill for a general natu- 
ralization of toreign proteftants ; a bill which the wifdom 
of the city of London, however, views in a different light. 
Bat it is to be hoped, that thofe whofe bufinefs it is to také 
fare,that the real intercit of the whole nation fhall not give 
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way to the narrow local views of a few prejudiced unfocial 
men, will aét upon this occafion as becomes the fuperior 
and more comprehenfive wifdom of a BrrT1isH PARr.ia- 
MENT. Thofe who do not fee the reafonablenefs and expe- 
diency of fuch a law, and yet have honefty and publick 
fpirit enough to acknowledge truth, upon convi@tion, are 
defired to read this little piece, in which, we are perfuaded, 
they will find abfolute fatisfaction. 

XLVI. An impartial account of the power and effi- 
cacy of that eminent and noble fpecific, the reyal patent me- 
dicinal fnuff; demonftrated by the evidence of facts, and 
efpecially attefted in the cafes of Mr. Blaney, and Mrs. 
Folly. Od. Owe5n. 


S°’E R-M’'O N’’S. 


I. God the preferver———preach’d in St. Thomas’s, for 
the benefit of the charity fchool in Gravel-lane, South- 
wark. By ‘fohn Hodge. 6d. Waugh and Hett. 

II. ‘Two fermons upon the fabbath ; giving a feripture 
hiftory of the inftitution; fhewing the nature and ends of 
it, and the right manner of obferving it. Preached at 
Ware in Hertfordpire, by W. Webfer, D. D. vicar. Price 
67. or 25 for 7s. 50 for 12s. 100 for 20s. Clark, in 
Cornhill, and Ruffel near Temple-Bar. 

IiI. A fermon (with a dedication and preface) upon the 
common prayer and communion: Shewing, that there is 
little or no difference between the material parts and their 
refpective offices ; and that upon this account, both ought 
to be equally attended at, where performed. By Lewis 
Fones, A. M. of Ely. 6d. Owen. 

IV. A fermon preached at Lambeth chapel, at the con- 
fecration of the bifhop of Briffol, Dec. 23, 1750. By Fran- 
cies Webber, D. D. rector of Exeter college, Oxon. Sold by 
Fletcher, Oxon; and Rivington, London. 

V. The expedieney of preventive wifdom ; a fermon 
preached before the lord mayor, aldermen, and governors 
of the feveral hofpitals of the city of London, at St. Bridget’s 
church, on Laffer monday 1750. With a dedication and 
an appendix, concerning fpiritous liquors. By J/aac, lord 
ae Worcefter. to. Price 1s. Sold by A. Wood- 
fall. 

This isa moft excellent pamphlet. Its nature and ten- 
dency are fufficiently obvious frofm the words of its title 
page. ‘The dedication is to the lord mayor; in which the 
right 
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right reverendauthor moft pathetically expatiates on the evils 
which the common people have drawn upon themfelves, and 
confequently upon the whole nation, by exceffive Gin- 
drinking ; and warmly prefles for the taking fome meafures 
to put an effeétual check to the progrefs of this deftruétive 
aoe general vice. The appendix is defigned as a fupplement 
to Mr. Fielding’s Enquiry, of which we gave fome account 
in our laft. * ! 

VI. The Folly and Guilt of Intemperance. In two 
fermons, preached to a fociety of proteftant diffenters, at 
the high pavement in Nottingham, July 15, 1750. By 
Yobn Holland. Publith’d at the requeft of the younger part 
of the audience. Noon. Price 1s. 

VII. A fermon on the revival of a fub{cription towards 
building the parifh church of Sunbury, in the county of 
Middlefex, preached the 6th of ‘January laft. By Fobn 
Mulfo, M. A. vicar of Sunbury, and chaplain to the bifhop 
of Peterborough. ‘Price 6d. Whifton. 

VIII. Spiritual Entertainment. A fermon preached in 
Crifpin-ftreet, Spittle-fields, Dec. 25,1750. Publith’d at the 
requeft of thefe who heard it. By Wiliam Bentley, Price 
6d. Keith. : 

IX. Chrift’s appearance in the fiefh, and dying for alf 
men: A moft glorious and gofpel truth; or, the bleffed 
and happy tiddings of a faviour being born into the world, 
proved to be good news to every individual of the human 
race, from the {criptures of truth, and from the reafon 
of things. In a difcourfe delivered at Port/mouth in Hants, 
from Luke ii. 10, 11. December 25, 1750; with a Pre- 
face introductory. By ‘fobn Sturch. Sold by Hitch and 
Hawes, in Pater-nofier-row ; Carr, in Port/mouth; Hickey, 
in Briftol ; Collins, in Sarum ; and Tozer, in Exon. ; 

X. The fin and ill confequences of {peaking evil of dig- 
ities. A fermon preached in the parifh church of St. George 
the Martyr, in Southwark, January 30, 1750-1, being the 
anniverfary of, &c. Wherein are occafional remarks on 
a late feditious libel, called Con/litutional Queries. By 
Leonard Feward, D. 1). re&or of the faid parith, and chap- 
lain to the prince of /Vales.. Small 4to. Price 64. Hodges 
and Dodfley. : 

The whole of this piece confifts of general declama- 
tion ; which may have its ufe, and a proper eff& upon 
thofe fhallow forward people, who cenfure much, and 


*See a different edition of this tract, in the mifcelluneous ca- 
talogue, article 34. p. 309. 


under- 
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underftand little: But as to the famous queries, none 6f 
them are particularly taken notice of by Dr. Howard, who 
only affures us, in general terms, that they point out dangers 
the real apprebenfions of which can fublift only ina diftem- 
per’d imagination: and complains much of injuftice and 
ingratitude towards a man who has, in numberle/s inftances, 
fhewn himfelf a friend to bis country, and frequently expo/ed 
bis life for the fecurity and fupport of the prefent happy efta-. 
blifhment. | 

XI. A fermon before the Lord-mayor, &c. at St. Paul's; 
Fanuary 30. 1750, by W. Wilmot, M. A. vicar of Marget- 
ting in Effex, &c. Fe. Sc. 6d. Meadows. 

XII. self-love fet forth in a fermon at York-cathedral;, 
Dec. 30.1750. By Charles Cowper, M. A. fuccentor and 
refidentiary of the faid church. York, printed for Hiidyard, 
and fold by Cooper, London. 6d. 

XIII. A fermon preached before the free mafons, at St. 
Fobn’s church, Gloucefler, Dec..27. By a brother. 1s. 
Owen. 





ArT. xtiv. A Colleiion of Tracts, by the late John 
Trenchard, E/g; and Thomas Gordon, E/q; two Volumes 
12mo. Price 6s. Cogan. 

OME time ago a colleftion of /e/ec? traéts by Mr. 
Gordon and others, was publifhed by Mr. Barron *,. 
which have met with a welcome reception from the publick. 

Since this, Mr. Cogan, bookfelter in Ficet-ftreet, hath alfo 

obliged the world with the above-mentioned edition of Mr. 

Gordon’s detach’d pietes, together with thafe of his great 

friend Mr. Trenchard ; in which are inferted fome traéts fup- 
fed to have beeh written by Mr. Gordon, which Mr. Barron 

ad omitted in his collection: but in that very omiffion he 
has fhewn more judgment, than Mr. Cogan by ftuffing his 
volumes with whatever came to hand, without regard to the 
importance or value of the materials. It may, however; 
be faid, that the latter editor’s chief defign was different 
from that of the former, vz: to make an entire colleétion 
of both Mr. Lrenchard’s and Mr. Gordon’s tra&s, to com- 
pleat their other joint works ; (the /ndependent whig, Cato’s 
letters, Fc.) and this indeed Mr. Cogan profefles to have 
done: but with what truth he has done it, it is our province 
here to examine. 
Intruth, then, the colle&tor of thefe two volumes has 
fail’d in almoft every part of the duty of a good editor. 


™ Under the title of, 4 cordial for low /pirits, 3 vols. of which 
the third and laft was publifhed this month. Ba 
he 
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The impreffion he has thought proper to honour the me- 
mory of thefe great writers with, is very inelegant, with 
refpect both to the paper and. printing. ~ He has alfo fhewh 
that he is very little acquainted, in particular, with the writ- 
ings of Mr. Gordon; of whofe detach’d pieces he has omit- 
ted feveral ; and has: moreover inferted, in the name of that 

ntléman, what he never wrote; fome of this author’s 
tracts he has alfo mangled, and printed imperfectly ; and to 
make amends for his omiffions, he has inferted feveral things 
which are contained in thofe very works to which he pretends 
that thefe two volumes are a fupplement. In the firft of them 
is inferted, 4 letter to the lord archbifbop of Canterbury, &c. 
which was printed in the 2d volume of the independent whig ; 
a book which is undoubtedly in the hands of every one who 
may incline to purchafe the other works of Mr. Gordon. 
Another thing proper to be obferved is, the imperfeét copy 
he has given of an humourous tract, entitled, 4 true account 
of a revelation lately difcovered to Jeremiah Van Hufen. 
This was firft publifhed in the fame manner that it appears 
in this co'lection ; but was, in a following edition, enriched 
with notes, and a perpetual commentary ; the defign of 
which appears to have been to ridicule the criticks and com- 
mentators on antient authors; and without thefe notes and 
commentary, it is fo very dry and unnieaning a perform- 
ance as canrtot poflibly give pleafure to any reader. But this 
editor probably knéw nothing of all this. ‘In the ad vo- 
lume, there aré many more abfurdities. All the following 
tracts, which he has printed in the collection, the reader 
will find in the 2d and 3d volumes of the independent 
whig: wiz. 3 

M letter to a gentleman at Edinburgh, concerning the bu/y 
and affuming [pirit of the ecclefiaftics. . 

A minument facred to the memory of John 'Trenchard, E/q; 

The craft{men ; a fermon. 

A fermen preached before the faciety of Lincoln’s-inn, on 
January the 30th. 

And the P osname: ta the fermon: 

In Mr. Barron’s colle&tion is publifhed a fmall humour- 
ous piece, entitled, The true picture of a madern tory ; which 
was firft printed at the end of a pamphlet, the firft part of 
which he thought not fo proper for his work. In this col- 
lection that tract is republifhed, and erroneoufly afcribed to 
Mr. Trenchard, while the latter part of the pamphlet, viz. 
the True pidture, Sc, is by Mr. Cogan alfo printed, but 
{eparately, and by him afcribed toMr Gordon. _ 

he 
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The tract, entitled, 4 ferious expo/tulation with the bifbop 
of London, on the fubjeé& of the late earthquakes, which jis 
afcribed to Mr. Gordon, was written by another gen- 
tleman, now living, which we now mention, to prevent the 
reader from being impofed on; for Mr. Gerdon’s pamphlet 
on that occafion, which is omitted, has this title, wiz. 
A letter of confolation and counfel tothe good people of England, 
efpecially of London and Weltminfter, occafoned by the late 
earthquakes. By a Layman. Printed for Cooper. 1750. 
This was the laft work he publifhed; for he died about three 
months after. The former tract, however excellent in it- 
felf, has nothing in it of Mr. Gordon’s peculiar fentiment 
and ftile. The latter, every reader acquainted with his other 
works, may eafily difcern to be Mr. Gordon's. 

Bedes many other political traéts of Mr. Gordon’s, 
which were occafionally publifhed, in this collection the 
following are omitted, viz. 

An appeal to the unprejudiced, concerning the prefent dif- 
contents, occafioned by the late convention with Spain. Printed 
for Cooper. 1739. 3 

A warning to the whigs, and to the well-affetted tories. 
Printed for Roberts. 1745. -——~ This laft is efteemed the 
beft political tract that Mr. Gordon ever wrote. Upon the 
whole, we cannot but obferve, that how good foever was 
the defign of the collector of thefe two volumes, it is exe- 
cuted in fuch a manner, as muft infallibly difappoint both 


him and the publick. y 





Art. xiv. The biftory of Pompey the little, or the 
life and adventures of a lap-dog. Pages 272. Price bound 
3s. Cooper. | 


Here are, to the great difguft of the public, too many 
productions of the prefs, beneath giving a charaéter of : 
This one is, however, fo far of a different kind, that it is 
not eafy to do juftice to the merit of it. The autho whofe 
name fs not to the work, takes for his fubje&, a Bologna 
lap-dog, brought from Jtaly to England, where he often 
changes mafters, by feveral accidents, which furnifh the 
writer with a handle to introduce a variety of charaters 
and fituations ; all painted with great humour, fancy, and 
wit : and, indeed, he every where difplays a perfect know- 
ledge of the world, through all its ranks, and all its follies. 
Thefe he ridicules, with a finenefs of edge, unknown to 
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the four fatyrift, or the reclufe philofopher, Even his 
negligences are pleafing. ‘The gentleman, in fhort, breaths 
throughout the whole performance, and the vein of plea- 
fantry, which runs through it, is every where evenly up- 
held, from the beginning to the end. He laughs at the 
world, without doing it the honour to be angry with it. 
His lafhes, however fmart, carry with them rather the 
marks of a benevolent correction, than of the fpleen of 
mifanthropy. All his charaéters are natural. His lan- 
guage eafy and genteel. Two or three fhort {pecimens will 
better ferve to give an idea of the whole; but for thefe we 
have not room in this number, and muft beg our reader’s 


patience till our next. ), 





Art. xtvi. Curious obfervations upon the manners, cuf- 
toms, ufages, different languages, government, mythology, 
chronology, antient and modern geography, ceremonies, re- 
ligion, mechanics, aftronomy, medicine, pyfics natural dif- 
tory, commerce, arts and feiences, of the feveral nations 
Afia, Africa, and America. Tranflated from the French 
of the Abbé Lambert. Te two Volumes, OGavo. 105. 


Ever was method, and an artful arrangement of the 
feveral particulars, more neceflary than in a book of 

this &ind ; and yet few, if any, are to be met with fo en- 
tirely void of it, as the prefent work. It contains, indeed, 
many ufeful and entertaining obfervations, but fo jumbled 
and blended together, that a good fhare of patience, as well 
as memory and difcernment, is neceflary to conneét the 
disjointed members of one and the fame fubject. How eafi- 
ly might the whole have been clafled under the general 
heads of religion, politics, natural biftory, &c. and a book 
affigned to each? Whereas, as the work.now ftands,we find 
all thefe promifcuoufly narrated, without: the leaft regard to 
order, and the irreconcileable difparity of the fubjects. But 
this is not all; for if this interweaving of fubjegts not a lit- 


tle confounds the reader, even when confined to one king- 


dom or country, muft it not quite diftra& him, when the 
cuftoms, &c. China, for example, are interrupted with an 
account of California or Peru? . 
_The only order obferved in it, is, that each volume is 
divided into chapters, whereof. the firft contains 40, and 
‘the fecond 44. This, together with the table of contents, 
. annexd 
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annexed to the fecond yolume, may be of ufe to. dire& the 
reader to fuch particular fubjes as fuit his tafte. 

After this general character, it will be expected that we 
give a more particular account of the prefent work. To at- 
tempt this any other way, than by giving fome well-chofen 
extracts, is altogether impracticable ; fince, were we only 
to.enumerate the heads of each chapter, it would take up 
more room than can be {pared for the whole article. 

In the fecond chapter of the firft volume, we have the 
following account of the knowledge the Jndians have of the 
true religion. They have pretty juft ideas of the Deity, 
though corrupted by the worfhip of idols, They acknow- 
ledge an infinitely perfect God, who exifts from all eternity, 
and is poffefled of the moft excellent attributes: fo far, no- 
thing. is more beautiful and conformable to the fentiments 
of chriftians ; but idolatry has fuper-added many extrava- 
gancies, Moft of the /ndians affirm, that the great num- 
ber of gods, whom they now adore, are only fubardinate 
deities, fubjected to the foyereign Being, who is equally Lord 
over gods and men. This great God, fay they, is infinitely 
exalted above all beings; and this infinite diftance hinders 
‘him from having any commerce with weak creatures. He 
has therefore visu his power of creating, to Bruma, of 
preferving, to Vichnon, and of deftroying, to Routren, who, 
‘on that account, are worfhipped by the Jndians. 'Thefe 
three deities, inthe opinion of their learned men, are the 
fons of a woman called Parrachatti, i.e, fupreme power ; 
.and are nothing but the principal effe&ts af omnipotence : 
for what elfe can be their meaning, but that all things 
which happened in the world, either by creation, prefer- 
vation, or by the various changes and revolutions, proceed 
folely from.the abfolute power af Parabaravafton, or the 
fupreme God. After this follows a parallel between the Chi- 
nefe do&trines, and thofe of the ‘fews, to prove:that the for- 
mer are derived from the latter. Ww 

The next thing we fhall take notice of, ts the method of 
inoculating the fmall-pox among the Chinefe, delivered in 
-the thirty-fixth chapter of volume firft; and as this is a 
-fubje&t of general utility, we fhall be the more particular in 
“our account of it. The firft receipt for the purpofe is as 
‘follows: When you have found a child from one to féven 
years of age, whofe pock came out happily, without any 
malignant figns ; who had them diftinét, and was well on 
the thirteenth or fourteenth day, fo that the fcales of the 
. puftules fell off ; gather up the fgales or pellicules of the dried 

puftules ; 
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puftules ; put them in a china veffel, whofe mouth you mutt 
carefully clofe with wax; by which means you may pre- 
ferve their efficacy many years, which would evaporate in 
‘one hundred days, was there the leaft opening in the veflel. 
It is fuppofed that the child to be inoculated is in a 
ftate of health, and is, at leaft, a yearold. If the preferved 
‘feales be fmall, take four ; if they are large, two are fuffi- 
cient : Then having mixed a grain of mufk in fuch a man- 
‘ner, that the mufk may lie between the two fcales which 
prefs it, put the whole into a piece of cotton wrapped up in 
form of a tent; this is to be put into the left noftril, if it 
is a boy, and the right if it be a girl. This done, if the 
puftules appear not till on the third day, we may reckon, 
that of ten children, eight or nine will do well. But fhould 
they come out the fecond day, one half will be in great 
danger ; and fhould the puftules make their appearance the 
firft day of the fever, then the phyfician cannot anfwer for 
the life of the patient. “The fame conduét is to be obferved 
in this as in the natural fmall-pox, expellent medicines are 
only to be given once, after which the patient mu# have 
potions and fortifying cordials. | 
This recipe contains circumftances of more importance 
in pra@tice, than at firft appears. Firft, they chufe the 
pock of the youngeft children for the feed to be inoculated ; 
becaufe they fuppofe it freeft from heterogeneous malignity, 
and that its virus is not too ftrong for the defigned opera- 
tion. They alfo judge, that the puftules of the diftin& kind 
are better nourifhed, and of a milder quality, juft as ic 
happens to fruits which are left in {mall numbers on a tree, 
As for the mufk, it feems a mere vehicle ; for being very 
{pirituous, the morbific feeds, with which it is mixed, in- 
finuate more eafily. 
_ A fecond prefcription, for this operation, is as follows : 
To fucceed in inoculating, ‘we’ muft chufe the’ feales of the 
beft conditioned pock. Thefe'recent fcales ftand in need 
of a preparation tq correct their acrimony ; they cut in jit- 
tle flices the root of fcorzonera, to which they add a little 
liquorifh, which they put into a china cup full of hot wa- 
ter. They then cover this cup with fine gauze, over which 
they hold, for fome time, the pocky fcales, expofed to the 
benign heat of this compofition. - After this they remove 
and dry them, and then they have proper force. The fcales 
which have been lajd up for a month or two, have no need 
of this preparation, it being fufficient to temper them by 
the 
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the gentle perfpiration of a healthy man, who carries them 
about with him, for fome time, before they are made 


ufe of, 
Particular care muft be had, that the fcales be taken from 


the trunk of the body, whether on the breaft or back ; be- 
caufe thefe anfwer much better than thofe of the head, face, 
feet or hands ; which are therefore never to be ufed. 

There are fix cafes, in which we muft not inoculate. 1. 
If the child be under the age ofayear. 2. Should it bea 
young man paft fixteen. 3. If the perfon has at that time 
any external diforder. 4. If he has any inward ailment. 
5. During the fummer and great heats we muft not venture. 
6. When the pocky feed is not of a favourable kind. 

When the child is obferved to have all the neceflary dif- 
pofitions, he muft be prepared by a potion proper to diffi- 
pate malignant humours, and purify the blood and juices ; 
and it muft be at leaft ten or twelve days after the ufe of 
this remedy, before we undertake inoculation. The fe- 
cond day after inoculating, they make the child take a dofe 
of two or three of pulverized fcaJesin abroth. After which 
they wait for the effect; and if after the third day, the 
mark of the fmall-pox appear, it is a happy omen. But 
if they do not appear, neither on the fourth nor fifth day, 
we muft remove the powders put into the nofe of the child, 
and have recourfe again to the remedies prefcribed for abating 
the’ malignity of the venom. By this precaution they affirm, 
that the child will afterwatds be proof againft the {mall- 


x. 

The Chinefe phyficians agree, that the artificial {mall-pox 
is of the fame kind with the natural ; that they are fubject 
to the fame fymptoms ; that the venom comes out at the 
fame time, that is, on the third or fourth day, and not on 
the feventh, as it happens in purple fevers; that the puf- 
tules are fimilar in figure, the quality of the matter, and in 
time requifite for its maturation. They do not, like fome 
of the authors who have wrote on the Greek method of in- 


_oculation, affirm, that the artificial puftules are not proper 
for feed, and the propagation of other pox. Hence it is, that 


they do not chufe to inoculate thofe who would be in dan- 
ger from the natural pox, fuch as perfons confiderably ad- 


vanced in years. Wo 


_ [The remainder of this article in aur next.) 




































